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I Give Unto Them Sternal Life, 

Eternal life, how rich the gift, 

To. mortal man ’tis given; 

By Christ’s own precious blood ’twas bought, 
Our great High Priest in Heaven. 

Ob, precious thought, and can I gain, 

Through Christ my Lord, eternal life ? 

Then will I strive with all my powers, 

Add leave this world of sin and strife. 

God’s holy law, I will obey, 

The faith of Jesus keep, 

Continue patient in the way, 

Immortal life to seek. 

Though friends so dear do me forsake, 

He stills the rising sigh, 

And wipes away the bitter tear, 

His coming how is nigb. 

Oh, priceless boon, naught can compare, 

With God’s own love to man, 

None but a God could e’er devise 
Salvation’s wondrous plan. 

Salvation, oh salvation’s free, 

To all who will but come, 

There’s “room enough” for you and me, 

In that celestial home. 

L, E. Millnb. 


The Visions—Objections Answered, 

Seventh-day Adventists believe in the gifts of the 
Spirit. They believe that the varied operations of 
the Spirit of God, having been once expressly set 
in the’ church, 1 Cor. xii, Eph. iv, were designed 
to continue therein to the end, because they are not 
limited, and God has never withdrawn thenifrom the 
church; just as they believed that the original bless¬ 
ing placed in the beginning upon the seventh day, is 
there still, because God never has withdrawn it, nor 
placed ihufoh any other day. 

To them, the doctrine of Spiritual Gifts, as set forth 
in the chapters -referred to, is as much a special doc¬ 
trine of .Revelation, as is the Sabbath, the Sanctuary, 
the State of the Dead, or the Second Advent. Taking 
the Scriptures to be in deed and in truth the word of 
God, they cannot reject it. They can as easily ex¬ 
plain away the Sabbath, Baptism, and the Lord’s sup¬ 
per, as the doctrine of Spiritual Gifts, and hence be¬ 
lieve that to reject it, is to be guilty of error, and that 
to receive it, is essential to the unity of the faith* 

In addition to this theorepical view of the subject, 
and in addition to the ordinary operations of the 
Spirit of God, they believe that they have in their 
midst a special manifestation, answering to one at 
least of these gifts which have been placed in the 
Christian church. This is found in the visions, as 
published in the works entitled, Experience and Yiews, 
Testimonies to the Church, and Spiritual Gifts, Yols. 


I-IV. Every test which can be brought to bear upon 
such manifestations, proves these genuine. The evi¬ 
dence which supports them, internal and external, is 
conclusive. They agree with the 1 word of - God, and 
with themselves. They are given, unless those best 
qualified to judge are invariably deceived, when the 
Spirit of God is especially present. They are free 
^rom the disgusting contortions and grimaces which 
attend the counterfeit manifestations of Spiritualism. 
Calm, dignified, impressive, they commend themselves 
to every beholder, as the very opposite of that which 
is false or fanatical. The instrument is herself above 
jugglery or deceit. The influence is not mesmeric; 
for this people, reprobating the use of that agency, stu¬ 
diously refuse to learn the principles of its appli¬ 
cation, or to have aught to do with its practical work¬ 
ings ; besides, the hallucinations of a mesmerized 
subject embrace only such facts and scenes as previ¬ 
ously exist in the mind of the mesmerizing power; 
but the visions take cognizance of. persons and things, 
and bring to light facts known, not only by no person 
present, but not even by the one through whom the 
visions are given. They are not the effect of disease; 
for no disease has ever yet been known to j have the 
effect of repeatedly suspending the functions of the 
lungs, heart, muscles, and every bodily sense, from 
fifteen to one hundred and eighty minutes, while in 
obedience to some influence which evidently had su¬ 
preme possession of the mind, and in obedience to 
that alone,' the eyes would see, the lips speak, and the 
limbs move* 

Further, their fruit is such as to show that the 
source from which they spring, is the opposite of evil. 

I They tend to the purest morality. They discounte¬ 
nance every vice, and exhort to the practice of every 
ivirtue. They point out the perils through which we 
are to pass to The kingdom. They reveal the devices 
of Satan. They warn us against his snares. They 
have nipped in the bud, scheme after scheme of fa¬ 
naticism which the enemy has tried to foist into our 
midst. They have exposed hidden iniquity, brought 
to light concealed wrongs, and laid bare the evil mo¬ 
tives of the false-hearted. They have warded off dan¬ 
gers from the cause of truth upon every hand.. They 
have aroused and re-aroused us to greater consecra¬ 
tion to God, more zealous efforts for holiness of heart, 
and greater diligence in the cause and service of our 
Master. 

r They lead us to Christ. Like the Bible, they set 
him forth as the only hope and only Saviour of man¬ 
kind. They portray before us in living characters, 
his holy life and his godly example, and with irresist¬ 
ible appeals, they urge us to follow in his steps. 

They lead us to the Bible. They set forth that 
book, as the inspired and unalterable word of God. 
They exhort us to take that word as the man of our 
counsel, and the rule of our faith and practice. And 
with a compelling power, they entreat us to study 
long and diligently its pages, and become familiar 
with its teaching, for it is to judge us in the last day. 

They have brought comfort and consolation to many 
hearts. They have strengthened the weak, encouraged 
the feeble, raised up the despondent. They have 
brought order out of confusion, made crooked places 
straight, and thrown light on what was dark and ob¬ 
scure. And no person with an unprejudiced mind, 


can read their stirring appeals for a pure and lofty 
morality, their exaltation of God and the Saviour, 
their denunciations of every evil, and their exhorta¬ 
tions to everything that is holy and of good report, 
without being compelled to say, “ These are not the 
words of him that hath.a* deVib ,; 

Negatively, they have never been inown to counsel 
evil or devise wickedness. No instance can be found 
in which they have lowered the standard of morality. 
No one of their adherents has ever been led by them 
into paths of transgression and sin. They do not lead 
men to serve God les& faithfully or to love him less 
fervently. They do not lead to any of the works of 
the flesh, nor makedess devoted and faithful Christians 
of those who believe them. In not a single instance 
can any of the charges here mentioned, be sustained 
against them; and concerning them we may emphat¬ 
ically ask the question winch’Pilate pnt 'to the Jews 
in reference to‘ the Savibtir, <*'Why, what evil hath he 
done ?” 

Yet with all this array of good fruit which they are 
able to present, with all this innocency of any charge 
of evil that can be brought against them, they every¬ 
where encounter the bitterest opposition. They, are 
the object of the blindest prejudice, the intensest hate, 
and most malignant bitterness. Worldlings and formal 
professors* of all denominations, join in one general 
outcry against them of vituperation and abuse. Many 
will go a long distance out of their way for,, the pur¬ 
pose of giving them an uncalled-for and malicious 
thrust. And false-hearted brethren in our own ranks 
make them the butt of their first attacks, as they 
launch off into apostasy and rebellion. Why is all 
this ? Whence all this war against that of which no 
evil can be said? From the example of Cain who 
slew his brother, of the Jews who clamored for the 
blood of the innocent Saviour, of the. infidel who 
storms with passion at the very, name of Jesus, and 
from the principle of the carnal' heart which is at en¬ 
mity with everything that is holy and spiritual, we 
leave the reader to answer. 

Some of those who so strenuously oppose the vis¬ 
ions, have a series of objections whioh they offer in 
justification, of their course. In These objections, 
they everywhere betray a consciousness of a painful 
scarcity of material; and hence there is throughout:4 
labored effort to make the most of every little point 
that can be seized upon, and, present it in a greatly 
magnified or perverted light. And finding even 
these limited, to make their objections appear respeot- 
able as to numbers, they go still further, and finding 
acts in the course .of individuals which they construe 
to be contrary to the testimony of the visions, they 
incorporate them in as objections to the visions them¬ 
selves! With this class of objections, of course; we 
have nothing to do,An answering objections to the 
visions. Though every believer in them should gross¬ 
ly violate their teaching, it would have no bearing 
whatever on the question of their authenticity. , -a 

Objection 1* The Bible and the Bible Alone* Tlie 
first and most general objection, and. the one whiqli 
contains the most specious fallacy, is the cry of .“The 
Bible and the-Bible Alone” as opposed -to the visions. 
We do not receive the visions, say -they; we have no 
need of th^m; the Bible is a sufficient rule of faith. 
We stand upon the Bible and the Bible alone. Such, 

















THE REVIEW AND HERALD. 


[Vol. xxviii. 


declarations, in connection with outspoken denuncia¬ 
tions of the visions, are most effectually calculated to 
warp the judg me nt o^the unguarded, and fasten upon 
their minds t|^tapr^ssion thatto receive the visions 
is to ribject ftfil Bible, and to cling to the f5it?le pis to 
discard the Yisidns. A greater fallacy never existed. 
Look at thl fields whichs they respectively occupy. 
The Bible is £bj| ~t^ salvation,- and 

thoroughly- good works: Bo the 

visionsnpropis|| t : o iivade this field, and erect a new 
standard, dt| Jive us another rule of faith and prac¬ 
ticed Nothing of the kind. On the contrary, they 
are ever in harmony with the word, and ever refer to 
that as the test and standard. To the law and the 
testimony; if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them. 

But by taking our jjtand on the Bible; and the Bible 
alone, we Biiilfjjtnrself# to receive all that it teaches, 
and;to acknowledge eVery |figenoy which it assures us 
that.God haS| tflae^ct |&? tie Christian church. Now 
the Bible otr the subject of vis¬ 

ions, It tells Us that the present dispensation is the 
“ dispensation of the Spirit.” It assures us that during 
this time, the Comforter, or Spirit of truth, would be 
with the true church to lead them.into all truth. The 
prophecy to be fulfilled during the same time, is given 
us in these words; “A»d it shall come to pass in the 
last ? days,j^a&l||cpd, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh,” I|t ||Us. us that,this Spirit has certain dis¬ 
tinct and difiiite channels through which it will op¬ 
erate ; and that under its influence there will be “ m at¬ 
testations of wisdom, knowledge, faith, gifts of heal¬ 
ing, working miracles* prophecy, discerning of 
Spirits, divert ^»d of tongues, and interpretation of 
tongues.” f (jhA xi|^ 8*40. And hence when the 
prophecy of the outpouring of the Spirit in this dis¬ 
pensation is announced, it is immediately added, “ And 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, and your young men 
shall see visions.” “And also,” continues Joel,/‘up¬ 
on the servants and upon the handmaids in those days 
will I pour out my Spirit,” and Peter adds, as if it 
were an unfailing consequent, “And they shall proph¬ 
esy.” Acts ii. 16-18. It ere are set before us the 
operations of pe Spirit of Cod, and in these it is de¬ 
clared that %% e!"flaugfiters as well as the sons, the hand¬ 
maids as well at the servants, are to participate. 

Ih making us wise unto salvation, and thoroughly 
furbishing lis unto all good, works, the Bible is thus 
careful to instruct us as to the place which the Spirit 
of God is designed |0;fiii, and the part which it is to 
act. It declares that tie means by. which the saints 
are to be perfected, the vrork of the ministry per¬ 
formed, and fhlthody of Christ edified, till we all come 
ititd the unity df the faith, are these various operations 
of the Spirit Bf God, in connection with the word. 
Now is there any such thing as standing upon the Bi¬ 
ble and the Bible alone, and yet rejecting these agen¬ 
cies ? Ther^ certainly is not. Those who reject these 
things, and <fcm| thajffiod has made any provision for 
the instruoti0n||f hisjoeople in these days through the 
gifts of visions or prophecy in the church, just so 
far depart from their doctrine of the Bible and the 
Bible alone, and deny the Bible itself. 

If atiy should say that they do hot deny the doctrine 
tff Ipifitual a|Mble theory, but do not believe 

that the ihah&st^itefs We now have are genuine, 
then this objection of the Bible and the Bible alone, 
is abandoned as opposed to the visions, and objections 
against 1 them irfhsfc be based on other grounds. Inas¬ 
much as the Bible expressly provides for visions, no 
Objection can Be railed against any visions on the 
ground of the Bible and the Bible alone. It is all a 
fallacy. The only ground upon which any of them 
dan be rejected, is to bring them to the word, the test, 
and -show that their characteristics are not such as 
were to attend .the genuine manifestations. And of 
this test We • invite an application to the visions re¬ 
ceived amonf ^venth-day Adventists. 

Obj. 2. tie Bible, It is objected again to 

the visions that tbeyMb an addition to the word of 
God, and hence comeimdei* the fearful denunciation 
of Rev. xxii, 18, “Bor I tdstiff unto every man that 
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, Jf 
ahy man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
uhtb him the plagues that are written im this book ; 


and if any man shall take away from the words of the 
book of 'this prophecy, God. shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this book.” 
Those who raise this objection, place themselves un¬ 
der obligation to show that the visions are an addition 
to the word of God; an obligation which they have 
never discharged. Whenever they will carefully con- 
si derilhe language, they will see that it has reference 
to the book of Revelation alone. That book was giv¬ 
en when the mystery of iniquity was already at work. 
A time of apostasy and forgery was immediately to 
succeed. And it was to guard the purity of this book 
that this caution was given. Whoever should endeav¬ 
or to foist in sentiments of his own into the book of 
Revelation, and palm them off upon the people as a 
part of the Revelation itself, be should be subject to 
the plagues written therein. And on the contrary, 
whoever should attempt to suppress any part of the 
testimony which God had placed therein as his genu¬ 
ine word, his name should be likewise taken from the 
book Of life. But any subsequent instruction given 
by the Lord to his people through visions, dreams, 
tongues, or any of the operations of his Spirit, would 
no more be an addition to the book of Revelation, than 
the Revelation was an addition to the book of Daniel. 
If any think it would, they will please account for the 
fact, in harmony with their view, that the Gospel of 
John was written by inspiration at a later date than 
the book of Revelation ; for this is a fact which can 
be most conclusively proved. 

In harmony with the principle here advocated, we 
are expressly told in some of Paul’s instruction which j 
has undoubted reference to the last days, not to des¬ 
pise prophesyings, which does not mean the prophe¬ 
cies, but prophesying, or the exercise of the gift of 
prophecy, in the present tense. 1 Thess. v, 20. 

Obj\ 8. Limited Extent of the Gifts. If these are genu¬ 
ine gifts of the Spirit, the question is asked, why are 
they not more extensive ? why are they confined to one 
person, and that one a woman ? To which we answer 
that it cannot be that the prophecy given by Joel, and 
repeated by Peter, was intended to allot to each di¬ 
vision of the human race, male and female, those gifts, 
and none others, which they were respectively to en¬ 
joy. And inasmuch as both males and females are 
mentioned iu the prophecy, we understand that all ' 
the different operations of the Spirit there mentioned, 
are to be exercised by them indiscriminately. Hence 
there is no prohibition against young women’s seeing 
•visions, in the fact that the prophecy says that young 
men shall see them, nor against young men’s having 
dreams because it says old men are to have them. 
These both are among the means by which God some¬ 
times sees fit to communicate prophetic knowledge, 
and in which both the sons and daughters are to par¬ 
ticipate; for your sons and your daughters, says the 
record, shall prophesy. 

In regard to the limited extent of the visions, it is 
certainly nothing against their authenticity* that they 
are as yet confined to one individual. If is certainly 
a great advance over years preceding the proclama¬ 
tion of the Advent doctrine, that we have them at all. 
And if, in addition to this, we find that the people of God 
have been in exactly the same circumstances before, 
then certainly we ought not to^egard this state of 
things as involving any difficulty over which, there is 
occasion to stumble. We refer then to the time of 
Deborah, the prophetess, Judg. iv, 4, the only one 
through whom God at that time communicated in¬ 
struction to his people; for they inquired of her; 
and that one a woman. See also a parallel case in 
the time of Huldah the prophetess. 2 Kings xxii, 14. 

But those who object to the visions because now 
given through a woman, whereas the prophecy speaks 
of young men seeing them, may not all be aware that 
the first manifestations of this kind in connection with 
the Advent movement, were given to a young man. 
A person by the name of Doss, in the State of Maine, 
had visions at an earlier date than any of Sr. White’s. 
But he refused to heed the instruction given him by 
the Spirit of the Lord, to go forth and make known 
what had been shown to him—refused to such a degree 
as to set up his will in the most positive manner that he 
would not do it. His feelings thereupon sinking to 
the very verge of despair, he concluded he wou.d do 


anything rather than continue in that state of mind. 
But it was then too late. Dor when he attempted to 
relate what had been shown him, at a meeting ap¬ 
pointed by himself for the purpose, he was unable, 
even with the most violent effort, to articulate a word. 
Since then the visions have been given through Sr. 
White, who, under a sense of the fearful responsibility 
resting upon her, has tried to make them known in 
faithfulness to whomsoever they might concern, meet¬ 
ing the scorn, hatred, and opposition that has always 
fallen to the lot of persons of such a calling, and oft¬ 
entimes, even from the very ones from whom she was 
entitled to receive sympathy and support. 

{To be continued.) 

-. . 

NATURE AND DESTINY OF MAN. 

« DISCUSSION BETWEEN ELD. N. V. HULL, SEVENTH- 
DAY BAPTIST, AND ELD. R. F. COTTRELL, 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST. 

{Continued from Review No. 22, Vol. XXVii. ) 

Elder Hull's Eleventh Article. 

Eld. R. F. Cottrell, 

Dear Brother ,—In proceeding to the second division 
of the subject we have under discussion, I have 
thought best'simply to reproduce my first statement 
of it, as follows : 

PROPOSITION FOURTH. 

That in the future state, the happiness of the right¬ 
eous and the misery of the wicked will be co-extensive. 

Proof. 

Matt, xxv, 46. “And these (the wicked) shall go 
away into eterhal punishment, butrihe righteous into 
life eternal.” Here the terms describing the duration 
of the punishment of the wicked, and the happiness of 
the righteous, are the same. 

John v, 28, 29. “ Wonder not at this, for the hour 

is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and will come forth, those who have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna¬ 
tion.” Here you have “life” and “damnation” so 
contrasted as to necessitate the idea of equal duration. 

2 Thess. i, 7-10. “And to you who are afflicted, 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from Heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on those whd, know not God, and 
who obey not. the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power, when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all those who believe 
(because our testimony among you is believed) in that 
day.” In this instance, the punishment is to be an 
everlasting destruction, which, I take it, is equal to 
eternal destruction. 

PROPOSITION FIFTH. 

That both the happiness of the righteous, and the 
misery of the wicked, will in a degree correspond to 
the merits of the one, and the demerits of the other. 

Proof. 

Luke xii, 47, 48. “ And that Servant who knew 

his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy 
of stripes, will receive few stripes. For unto whomso¬ 
ever much is given, of him much will be required, and 
to whom men have committed much, of him they will 
ask the more.” 

James iv, 17. “ Therefore to him who knoweth to 

do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

I take it that these passages fairly establish the 
idea of degrees in guilt, and in rewards and punish¬ 
ments. N. Y. Hull. 


Eld. R. F, Cottrell's Eleventh Reply. 

Eld. N. V. Hull: 

Dear Brother , — By a failure in getting the Recorder 
changed to my new address in season, your last comes 
to ine a week later than usual. This will account for 
the delay. 

Concerning the duration of future punishment, we 
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Looking Forward. 


“But if a man live many years and rejoice in them all, yet let 
him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All 
that cometh is vanity.” Eccl. xi, 8. 

Shall this life of mine be wasted, 

Shall my mind be thus untilled? 

Shall true joys be passed untasted, 

And this soul remain unfilled ? 

Shall this heart spend all its treasures, 

On thd things that fade and die ? 

Shall it court the hollow pleasures 
Of bewildering vanity ? 

Shall I hear the free bird singing 
In the summer's azure sky. 

Far aloft its glad flight winging, 

And not seek to soar on high'-? 

Shall these lips of mine be idle, 

Shall I open them in vain ? 

Shall I not with God’s own bridle, 

Their frivolities restrain? 

Shall these eyes of mine still wander ? 

Or no longer turned afar, 

Fix a firmer gaze and fonder 

On the-bright and Morning Star? 

Shall these feet of mine delaying, 

Still in ways of sin be found ? 

Braving snares and madly straying 
On the world’s enticing ground ? 

No 1 I w$s not born to trifle 
Life away in dreams of sin; 

Nol I must not dare to stifle 
Longings such as these within. 

Swiftly moving upward, onward, 

Let my soul in faith be borne, 

-Calmly gazing skyward, homeward, 

Let me now unshrinking turn 

Where the cross, God’s love revealing, 

Sets the fettered spirit free; 

Where it sheds its wondrous healing, 

There, my soul, thy rest shall be. 

Then no longer idly dreaming, 

Shall I fling my years away; 

But each precious hour redeeming, 

Wait for that eternal day I 

Sabah A. Doud. 

Vassar, Mich., May 27, 1866. 


A Washington letter-writer furnishes the following: 
One of the oldest members of the Corps Diplomatique 
said, at a dinner table, recently, “ A European war is 
as inevitable now as a war of sections was here in the 
winter of 1860-61. Nothing can avert hostilities, 
and if a general continental war is once commenced, 
who can say when or where it will end ? 


If thou wilt enter into life, keep (Greek, “keep 
strictly”) the commandments. 


The Visions—Objections Answered. 

( Continued .) 

Obj. 4. The Shut Door. We now come to the 
teachings of the visions themselves. And it is proper 
here to remark that very much is afloat purporting to 
be the testimony of the visions, for which they are not 
at all responsible. As a story in circulation never loses 
anything in its passage from one to another, but fre¬ 
quently comes out a very different thing from what it 
was when it started; so sentences spoken in vision, 
passing from one to another without being committed 
to writing, have not always been accurately repro¬ 
duced by memories to which they have been entrusted, 
and so have come to assume a very different complex¬ 
ion, from that which they at first wore. Our only proper 
course Here, therefore, is to confine ourselves to what 
has been published under Sr. White’s own supervision 
and by her authority, and what appears in man¬ 
uscript over her own signature in her own hand 
writing. „ 

With these remarks we come to the question of the 
shut door, over which there has perhaps been a great¬ 
er ado, than over any other doctrine which the visions 
are supposed to teach. What then is meant by the 
shut door ? Opponents of the visions say that it means 
the close of probation, and the end of salvation for 
sinners. Their objection then runs thus: “ There 

have been genuine conversions since 1844; but the 
visions teach that the door of mercy was then closed, 
that there was no more salvation for sinners; and 
hence that there could be no more true conversions: 
the visions are therefore false.” All right, with 
only one exception which proves it all wrong; the"* 
visions say nothing about any door of mercy; and they 
teach that-a door was opened as well as one shut, in* 
1844, as we shall see when we come to look at their 
testimony. Those who endeavor to show that the vis¬ 
ions teach as above, bring in first the testimony of 
men, some of whom may perhaps have entertained the 
strong view, above presented. To this we have only 
to say that such testimony has nothing to do with the 
case in hand. Our inquiry is, not what men have be¬ 
lieved, however strongly they may have believed the 
visions, but what the visions themselves have taught. 
And if it could be shown that men have believed and 
taught the shut door in its extremest sense, so much the 
better for the visions, if it should finally appear that 
| they have not so taught. It would thus be very evi- 
! dent that their testimony is not in the least influenced 
by the views of their friends. 

But before we come to their teaching, let us look for 
a moment at a few Bible facts on this subject. The 
expression, “ shut door” is derived from the parable of 
Matt, xxv, 1-13, in which Advent experience is illus¬ 
trated by the incidents of an eastern marriage. There 
is the going forth of the virgins to meet the bride¬ 
groom, the tarrying, the slumbering and sleeping, the 
cry at midnight, the rising of the virgins, the entering 
in to the marriage of those that are ready, the shutting 
of the door, and the subsequent return of the foolish 
virgins, applying for admittance. Not to enter at all 
into an explanation of this parable, it must be evident 
to all, that, as applied to the history of the church 
under the proclamation of the advent, that point of 
time, and that event, corresponding to the shutting of 


the door in the parable, must be reached before the 
Saviour appears in the clouds of heaven to take his 
people to the marriage supper of the Lamb. For after 
the Lord has come, iind taken his people to himself 
and destroyed the wicked, no such thing can for a 
moment he supposed as the foolish virgins coming and 
seeking admittance. We must then have a shut doof* 
somewhere this side the advent, and we now inquire, 
what can be signified by it ? Our position, for which 
reasons can be given in full whenever occasion may 
require, is briefly this: Our Lord perforins his minis¬ 
try as priest for the human race, in the sanctuary in 
Heaven. That ministry consists of two divisions; first, 
a general work during the greater part of this dispen¬ 
sation in the first apartment of the sanctuary or holy 
place, and second, a special work for a very short 
period^in the second apartment or most holy place. 
During all his priestly work he is associated with his 
Father on the throne of universal dominion. Zech. vi, 
12, 13; Eph. i, 20-22; Rev. iii, H. At the close of 
his priestly work he delivers up this kingdom to God, 
and takes Ms own throne, “ the throne of his father 
David,” and reigns over the kingdom of his saints, be¬ 
ing himself only subordinate to God, the Father. 

1 Cor xv, 24-28. This reception of his own throne 
by the Saviour, is the marriage of the Lamb, it being 
received with the metropolis of his kingdom, the New 
Jerusalem, which is called “the mother of us all,” and 
“the bride the Lamb’s wife.” Gal. iv, 26; Rev. xxi, 
9, 10. This event which constitutes the marriage, 
takes place at the close of his priestly work in the most 
holy place ; Dan. vii, 13, 14 ; hence when he went in 
there, it could be said of him that he had gone in to 
the marriage. When he goes in to the marriage, his 
saints are not personally with him; for they are not 
taken to Heaven till the time comes to participate in 
the marriage supper of the Lamb, which is, of course, 
subsequent to the marriage. Luke xii, 36-37; Rev. 
xix, 9. In the parable, it was when the bridegroom 
went in to the marriage that the door was shut. 
Christ changed his ministry from the holy to the most 
holy place, which was his going in to the marriage, at 
the close of the 2300 days, in the autumn of 1844. In^ 
what respect did this answer to the shutting of the 
door in the parable ? In the typical sanctuary work of 
the former dispensation, when the high priest went 
into the most holy place on the day of atonement, the 
door of the holy place or first apartment wais Closed; 
and the door into the most holy of course opened; So 
in the sanctuary above. When the special Work 
in the most holy commenced, in 1844, the general work 
in the outer apartment forever ceased. A ehange 
took place in the relation between God and the world. 
Before, the work of ministering for the world was gen¬ 
eral. It then becamo special. Before, a general idea 
of Christ’s priesthood in Heaven, the knowledge that 
he was our great High Priest, though his work was 
not definitely understood, was sufficient to gain access 
to God through him. But now a knowledge of his 
work as brought to view in the third angel’s message 
becomes necessary to all those who would receive the 
benefits of his mediation. For when, in the type, the 
high priest was in the most holy place, all Israel must 
know it, and must he gathered around the sanctuary, 
their minds being fixed upon his work, and they mean¬ 
while afflicting their souls, that they might receive the 
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benefits of the atonement, and not be eut off from the in the first apartment of the sanctuary, have kept 
congregation of Israel. How much more necessary, themselves but poorly posted in regard to the teach- 
in this great antjtypical day of atonement, which is the ings of the Review upon this subject. See Bro. 
living substttffce of which the former was but a Andrews’ conclusive argument on this point in 
shadow, that we understand the position and work of Review, Yol. vii, No. 9, portions of which have been 
our great High Priest, and know the special duties re- several times republished. The general way of ap- 
quired at our hand during tins time. In the type, who proach to God that existed before the way into the 
were saved on the day of atonement? Those who in holiest was laid open, has indeed ceased; but pardon 
sympathy with theif priest in his work of atonement of sin may yet be found by those who will seek it up- 
were afflicting their souls. Who can find salvation on the special conditions on which it is now based, 
now ? Those who go to the Saviour where he is, and This statement of the visions does not therefore prove 
view him by faith in the most holy place, finishing his dose of probation. 

ministry before the ark of the testament in Heaven. 2, Christ is now in the most holy place, where he 
We verily believe that he can now be found nowhere makes a special atonement for Israel, and where thefaith 
else; and that this is the only way now open for par- of Israel now reaches. The objection based upon this 
don and salvation. People may reject this truth of statement, we suppose to be something like this : That 
the Saviour’s special work in Heaven as the light and as Christ in the most holy place only atones for Israel, 
proclamation goes forth upon it, and seek the Saviour and the faith of those only who constitute Israel, 
as they have before sought him, with the vague and reaches there, his work can consequently have refer- 
indefinite ideas, of his position and ministry which enee to none but those who were open Christians, at 
they entertained .while he was in the first apartment; the time when he entered therein. The originators 
but will it avail them ? They cannot find him there. of this objection, to make it good, should show that no 
That door is shut. The work of the third mes- person could join himself to Israel, and become a true 
sage like all other truth is progressive. People member of that body while the atonement is being 
cannot of course be tested by it, till they become ae- made. This they not only have not done, but cannot 
quainted with it, or have the opportunity to become do - While 011 the contrary, it is shown by the gener- 
. so. Wherever therefore there are honest persons, principles laid down above, and especially by the 
who have not, on account of their rejection of truth, article there referred to, that to assume such a rela- 
been given over to blindness of mind, and hardness of is not impossible during that time. This effort 
heart, should such die before hearing the truth, living to show that the visions teach the absolute close of 
up to the best light they have, we can of course see probation, is thus shown to be futile, 
no barrier in the way of their salvation. But we be- 3 - The wicked world which God had rejected. It 
lieve that those who reject the truth place themselves will be noticed that these expressions about tbe wicked 
in the position just described. are general. It is the wicked, the ungodly, the world, 

There musi be somq place for the application of such &c * They have reference to them as a whole, not as 
scriptures as Hos. v, 6. “ They shall go with their individuals. And they express simply the change of 

flocks and with their herds, to seek the Lord, but they relation that took place between God and th#'world 
shall not find him ; he hath withdrawn himself from j wben the ministration of the sanctuary was changed 
themand that place is here. There must be some ! from the hol y to the most hol y P lace ‘ As alr eady no¬ 
importance attached to the message of the second an- j tieed > f rom being general, the work then became spec- 
gel, announcing that Babylon is fallen. That portion ial * Fr om the place where for 1800 years Christ had 
of the religious world so designated there met with a been found, he had now withdrawn. And when this 
moral fall; and what can this mean but that God change took place, was there any probability, that 
withdrew himself and his Spirit in a measure from the great mass who had rejected light up to that point, 
them, because they rejected his truth, and refused to would receive the advance truth, and seek God and 
follow in its advancing light. He no longer acknowl- j tbe Saviour in this new relation? Not a particle, 
edges them, as a bod^, for his people. And on what S The light and truth moved on, and they were left be- 
ground shall we account for the rapid declension of ' hind - And if B is not to such circumstances as this, 
piety and morality which is to take place in the last | that 2 Tbess - U - l0 ~ 12 has its application, then to 
days, evil men and seducers waxing worse and worse, I what oases does U > or can U evcr “PP 1 ? ? Yet il would 
except It be that the relation between God and the be true of il,dividual cases that theY would seek the 
world has changed, and that his Spirit is being with- Lord and be saved ' As an exact P arallel of this > we 
drawn from the earth ? have the case of Bab y lon mentioned m Rev. xiv, and 

Now what are the representations of the visions in , xtHL 11 is said ’ es P eoJall y in Rev - xviii - lhat Bab y 
relation to this time ? Do they teach a more exclusive i lon is fallen ' ™ s referS t0 P eople; for U is a faU 
shut door than the Scripture facts and testimonies " into sifi and corruption ' WheneTer this is fulfilled ’ 
which we have presented ? In their teachings we find j Bab y lon as a whole has faIIen ’ has become corrupt ’ and 
such expressions as these: I saw that Jesus finished I is S uilt y of outcr y in S sins caching up to Heaven, 
his mediation in the holy place in 1844.-He has gone i Yet this is not true of eTer y individual in ber C0Dne °- 
into the most holy where the faith of Israel now tion ’ For when it is true of Babylon as a whole, that 
reaches.—His Spirit and sympathy are now withdrawn she is fallen, and sunk in sin, God’s people are still 
from the world, and our sympathy should be with within her communion; and another voice is heard 


him.-The wicked could not bo benefited by our pray- from HeaTen sa y in «’ “ Come out of her m y P eo P ,e ’ that 
ers now.—The wicked world whom God had rejected. y e be not P artakers of her sins ’ and that reoeive 
It seemed that the whole world was taken in the not of her plagues.” Versed. 

are ; that thej?e could not be one left [referring to When Babylon falls, God s Spirit and sympathy are 
)iritualism! The time for their salvation is past. of course withdrawn from them, as a whole; yet it 


snare ; that there could not be one left [referring to 
Spiritualism]. The time for their salvation is past. 


These few expressions are all, or at least are the very Rogers with his people who are in her midst, and 
strongest, in relation to what is called the shut door, they are called out. So when the general ministra- 
that are claimed to have been given through any vis- tion for the whole world ceases, God’s Spirit and sym- 
ion, either published or unpublished. .Let us now in- pathy are withdrawn from them; but yet a final 
quire into tlieir import. Let it be remembered that message of mercy, the third angel, is sent forth to 
the question is, Do they teach that probation ceased in give mankind a last warning, and gather out the few 
1844, and that consequently there could be no true wbo may not be given over to hardness of heart, and 
conversions after that time. may be willing to comply with the terms of the truth. 

1. Christ’s mediation in the holy place of the heaven- We have another forcible illustration of this point, 
ly sanctuary, ceased in 1844, and his mediation in the in the case of the Jewish people. There came a time, 
most holy commenced. This must be so, or our views as every S. D. Adventist will admit, when the Jews as a 
of the sanctuary subject are all wrong; than which nation were rejected of God. Christ became to them a 
there is not a plainer doctrine in all the Bible. But stone of stumhling. They rejected the truth, and God 
probation does not cease with the cessation of Christ’s left them. But was every member of that nation giv- 
work in the holy place; for Christ is an advocate in en over of God? No. The way was still open for 
the most holy, as well as in tho holy place ; he pleads individuals to come to the Saviour and find mercy, 
his blood in the second as well as in the first apartment But the second bouse of Israel, the professed people 
of the sanctuary. Those who have fallen into the er- of God of the present day, have stumbled at the sec- 
ror of supposing there could be no salvation, except^ ond advent of Christ, as the first house, the Jews, did 


at the first advent, and have thus brought themselves 
into similar condemnation. And when the call is 
made, Come out of her my people, "those who reject 
that message, though not now partakers of her sins, 
thereby become such, and receive of her plagues. So 
we look upon the world, the mass of them being hope¬ 
less rejecters of the truth, but yet a few honest hearts 
remaining, for whose benefit the proclamation of the 
truth goes forth. This is not a subject over which to 
cavil. It is a thought of the most fearful solemnity 
that the great decisive day is so near, the way of sal¬ 
vation so straight, and so few now remaining who can 
be made to see it. 

4. The whole world taken in the snare. This is 
spoken in relation to Spiritualism, as will be seen by 
the connection in which the expression occurs, on pp. 
5-10 of the Suppliment to Experience and Views. 
That any one should bring this forward to show that 
the visions teach that the destiny of every individual 
is decided, is simply astonishing. In that view, the 
whole career of Spiritualism is taken in at a glance. 
Our minds are carried right forward to the time when 
Satan will have power to bring up before us the ap¬ 
pearance of our dead friends; a period yet future. 
At what stage in the progress of that delusion the line 
of demarkation will be so distinctly drawn as is there 
set forth, the vision does not tell us. Then why does 
any one apply it to the present time ? Because in no 
other way could it serve his purpose. But there is no 
call for such a conclusion. It is wholly gratuitous. 
A paragraph on page 7 shows most conclusively that 
it applies to the future. Speaking of the saints at 
the time when it seemed that there were none left 
who were not taken in the snare of Spiritualism, it 
says: “This little company looked care worn, as 
though they had passed through severe trials and con¬ 
flicts. And it appeared as if the sun had just ap¬ 
peared from behind the cloud and shone upon their 
countenances, and caused them to look triumphant, 
as though their victories were nearly won,” Nothing 
but the power of prejudice could lead a person to ap¬ 
ply to the present, what so evidently has its applica¬ 
tion to the future. That Spiritualism is now fast taking 
the very position here assigned it, and drawing the 
whole world into its snare, is beginning to be evident; 
but no one dreamed of its ever assuming even its pres¬ 
ent proportions when that vision was given. 

The progressive work, and the almost universal 
sway which Spiritualism is finally to bear, is set forth 
in Rev. xvi, 13, 14, where it is represented as coming 
forth from the mouths of the dragon, beast and false 
prophet, and going to the kings of the earth and the 
whole world. Before it can thus go forth, it must win 
its way to authority and power, a work which it is 
now fast accomplishing. 

5. The time for their salvation is past. This ex¬ 
pression occurs in the following paragraph, found 
on page 27 of Experience and Views: “I saw that 
the mysterious signs and wonders and false reforma¬ 
tions would increase and spread. The reformations 
that were shown me, were not reformations from er¬ 
ror to truth. My accompanying angel bade me look 
for the travail of soul for sinners as used to be. I 
looked, but could not see it; for the time for their 
salvation is past.” Whose salvation ? Mark well, 
the scene of the vision is one of the false revivals of 
these last days. There are two classes of persons in¬ 
volved therein; namely sinners, or non-professors, 
and the revivalists. Now which of these classes con¬ 
stitutes the leading subject of the view? If we can 
ascertain this, we can tell which class is referred to 
in the declaration, “The time for their salvation is 
past.” The only reasonable construction that can be 
put upon the language, as well as the preceding testi¬ 
mony of the vision itself, shows as plainly as need be 
shown, that the false revivalists are the ones referred 
to, not sinners. See first paragraph of page 26: “I 
saw that Satan was working through agents in a num¬ 
ber of ways. He was at work through ministers who 
have rejected the truth and are given over to strong 
delusions to believe a lie that they might be damned.” 
These ministers are the ones referred to who are car¬ 
rying on the false revivals brought to view. She was 
bade to look to see if there w r as on their part, tho 
travail for souls as used to be. She could not see it. 
Why? Because they, the ministers, had rejected the 
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truth, and had been given over to believe a lie ; the 
time for their salvation was past; and they could not, 
feel that deep and genuine concern for souls that would 
be felt by those who stood in the counsel of God, and 
through whom he was working to-bring sinners to 
himself. This plainly shows that the false revivalists 
and not sinners in general, are the subject of that 
declaration. 

Again, it makes the language inconsistent to apply 
it to sinners. For if it means that there is no travail 
of soul for sinners in these revivals, because there 
was no salvation for sinners, it follows inevitably that 
if there had been salvation for sinners, there would 
have been travail of soul for them, on the part of 
those who were carrying on these false revivals. But 
these persons Were ministers who were given over to 
strong delusions for rejecting the truth; and there 
would be no reason at all in supposing that such ones 
would have real travail of soul for sinners, however 
much hope of salvation those sinners might have. It 
cannot therefore refer to sinners in general, but only 
to a particular class of rejected professors. Thus a 
a little honest inquiry frees the subject from all diffi¬ 
culty. This is further especially explained in the 
Supplement to Experience and Views, p. 4, where it 
is stated that the expression, “The time for their sal¬ 
vation is past,” Mas reference to those who were car¬ 
rying on the false revivals, who were given over to 
strong delusion, and who consequently did not have 
travail of soul for sinners as formerly. And besides 
all this, this whole subject was explained in Review, 
Vol. xix, No. 8. 

Of all these things, those who have risen up in fierce 
array against tbe visions, were not, and are not, igno¬ 
rant. Yet with a blindness that is unaccountable, or a 
degree of dishonesty that is unpardonable, they make 
the unqualified assertion that the visions here teach 
that since 18444 there has been no salvation for sin¬ 
ners 1 They here teach no such thing, and those who 
assert it will be subjects of the pity or the censure of ' 
the unprejudiced reader, accordingly as their course is 
to be attributed to a lack of mental ability to under¬ 
stand the language, or a detestable disposition which 
i would willfully pervert it.* 

That what this vision represents is true of a class of 
individuals, we have no doubt. We believe there are 
thousands upon thousands throughout the land, whose 
day of grace is closed, and for whom there remains only 
a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. 
Unless some such change as this did take place in 
1844, our application of the second message of Rev. 
xiv, is entirely wrong. And that there was some sud¬ 
den decline in the moral condition of the masses, 
would seem to be equally proved by the fact that in 
less than a score of years from that time, Spiritualism 
had made its millions of converts to a system composed 
of the silliest trash, and reeking with the most disgust¬ 
ing licentiousness that has ever disgraced our fallen 
humanity',;—a system that openly and defiantly scouts 
the Bible and blasphemes God. 

We have seen that what is said in the visions of the 
apostate and rejected state of the world, is expressed 
in general terms, referring to it as a whole, and not to 
individual cases. But during the same time that these 
expressions apply to the world, the visions do speak 
of individual cases; and in these instances they show 
conclusively that probation has not absolutely ceased. 
See, for instance, Experience and Views, p. 19: “ Then 
I saw that Jesus would not leave the most holy place 
until every case was decided for salvation or destruc¬ 
tion.”. Apply this to whatever class we will, it shows 
that the time during which Christ is in the most holy 
place, is a time of decision <ff character; and that 
consequently all characters were not decided when he 
entered therein. And should any one say that that 
referred only to those who were Christians at the 
time when he entered in to that apartment, then it 
would at once appear that the cases of such were not 
finally decided, or, in other words, that there was 
danger of their falling away. But so long as saints 
can fall away, sinners can be converted; for when 
probation ceases, and the cases of all are decided, and 

* This language will not seem any too severe, when it is stated 
that at the Marion meeting, Iowa, in the summer of 1865, as we 
are informed upon the best authority this whole subject was ex¬ 
plained to Messrs. Shook and Brinkerhoff, and they admitted that 
their objections were removed, and professed themselves entirely 
satisfied, 
r UL 


there can be no more conversions among sinners, then 
j there can be no more apostasies among saints. When 
it is said, Let him that is filthy, be filthy still, it is 
also said, Let him that is holy, be holy still. So far 
therefore, as individual cases are concerned, the vis¬ 
ions do positively teach that there are some, how 
many we of course know not, whose probation has 
not yet ceased, but who are yet to be converted to 
God, or sealed to destruction. It is for us, therefore, 
to herald abroad to the fullest, extent we are able, the 
final note of mercy and warning, praying God in his 
providence to guide the good seed of truth to the few 
honest hearts that remain, wherever they are, .that 
the remnant may be brought out who will be prepared 
to meet the King of kings at his appearing and king¬ 
dom. But for the world, the wicked in general, we 
cannot pray. Our prayers could neither reach nor 
benefit them. Their hearts are hopelessly closed 
against the reception of the truth, by which alone 
people can be sanctified and saved. And though we 
should pray for them till the Saviour appeared, their 
adamantine casing of prejudice would not be broken, 
nor their ears open to the slightest word of truth, 
nor their hearts weaned from the gross idols of pleas¬ 
ure and sin upon which they are set. 

Enough has been said upon the point before us— 
enough to show what the teachings of the visions re¬ 
ally are—enough to vindicate them from the charges 
of their opponents. 

(To be continued.) 


“Telling Jesus.” 

“Things always seem to go smoothly with you,” 
said a complaining disciple to Mr. F-. “ I nev¬ 

er hear you make any complaints.” 

“I have found out an effectual way of guarding 

against that fault,” said Mr. F-. “One day in 

reading the Bible I came across this passage in Mark 
vi. 30, ‘ The apostles gathered themselves unto Jesus, 
and told him all things, both what they had done and 
what they had taught.’ It occurred to me that when 
I had any trouble, before I told any one, I should 
first tell Jesus ; and I found on trial that if I told him 
first, I seldom had occasion to tell any one else. I of¬ 
ten found the burden entirely removed while in the 
act of telling him about it; and trouble which has 
its burden removed, is no longer trouble.” 

“ We ought to pray for deliverance from our trials. 
But Jesus needs no information respecting them; he 
is omniscient and omnipotent, and has no need that 
anything be told him.” 

“That is true; yet he listened with complacency 
and kindness while his disciples 1 told him all things.’ 
In his sympathizing condescension, he permits us to 
repeat to him our troubles and our joys, though he 
knows them all. He listens to them with interest, 
just as a tender father listens to the narrative of his 
child, though it conveys no information; and he has 
connected great blessings with this exercise of filial 
confidence. It lessens sorrows, doubles joys, and in¬ 
creases faith. The more assiduously we cultivate this 
intimate intercourse with the Saviour, the greater will 
be our happiness, and the more rapid our progress to¬ 
ward Heaven. If we would make it a rule to go to 
Jesus every night, and tell him all tbe events of the 
day, all that we have purposed and felt, and said and 
done and suffered, would it not have a great influence 
upon our conduct during the day? It certainly 
would; the thought that we would have to tell Jesus 
about it, would restrain us from many an unholy act. 

We could not willfully indulge in that which caused 
the agonies of the garden and the cross if we were to 
make it the subject of our conversation with him be¬ 
fore committing ourselves to slumber.” 

“It seems to me, that for me to tell him all my ex¬ 
perience would be occupying his attention with trifles; 
I should have nothing but sin and folly to relate.” 

“Sin and folly are not trifles; and the way to get 
a right view of the evil of sin is to speak of it before 
him. And depend upon it, my brother, that if you 
will go to Jesus every night, and tell him all things 
that have occurred during the day, it will speedily 
lift you above the,world; it will do much toward 
making the will of Christ your guiding, governing 


principle ; it will enable you to bear your oross with¬ 
out repining; it wilFmake you, in mind and temper, 
like him with whom you hold this intimate commun¬ 
ion. Oh that all Christians were in the habit of clo* 
sing the day by going to Jesus, and telling him all 
things that they have done and omitted to do during 
the day!”— Exchange . 


The Way of Salvation. 

In a valuable little book called “The Blood of Je¬ 
sus,” is given the following apt illustration of the 
method of a sinner’s salvatibn. 

While standing on the platform of the Aberdeen * 
Station of the Northeastern Railway, I observed a 
carriage with a board on it intimating that it ran all 
the way from Aberdeen to London. The doors of it 
were open ; the porters were putting passengers’ lug¬ 
gage on the top of it : and a few individuals were 
entering, or about to enter, its different compartments. 
They looked for this particular carriage as soon as 
they had passed through the ticket office; and upon 
seeing “London” on it, they entered, and seating 
themselves, prepared for the journey. 

Having furnished themselves with tickets and rail¬ 
way guides, and satisfied themselves that they were 
in the right carriage, they felt the utmost confidence, 
and I did not observe any one of them ooming out of 
the carriage and running about in a state of excite¬ 
ment, calling to those around them, “Am I right? am 
I right?” Nor did I see any one refusing to enter, 
because the carriage provided only for a limited num¬ 
ber to proceed by that train. There might be 80,000 
inhabitants in and around the city; but still there 
was not one who talked of it as absurd to provide ac¬ 
commodation for only about twenty persons, for prac¬ 
tically it was found to be perfectly sufficient. Trains 
leave the city several times a day, and it is found that 
one carriage for London in the train is quite sufficient 
for the number of passengers ; and on this particular 
day I noticed that so ample was the accommodation, 
that one of the passengers had a whole compartment 
to himself. The carriage is for the whole city and 
neighborhood, but carries only such as come and seat 
themselves in it from day to day. 

God in his infinite wisdom has made provision of a 
similar kind for our lost world. He has provided a 
train of grace to carry as many to Heaven, the great 
metropolis of the univers^ as are willing to avail 
themselves of the gracious provision. 

When we call you by the preaching of the gospel, 
the meaning is, that all who will may come, and pass¬ 
ing through the booking-office of justification by‘faith 
alone, seat themselves in a carriage marked, “From 
Guilt to Glory.” Whenevei* you hear the free and 
general offer of salvation, you need not stand revolv¬ 
ing the question, “Is it for me?” for, just as the 
railway company carry all who comply with their 
printed regulations, irrespective of moral character, 
so if you come to the station of graeo at the advertis¬ 
ed time, which is “now,” for, “behold now is the ac¬ 
cepted time,” you will find the train of salvation 
ready; and the only regulation to be complied with is 
that you consent to let the Lord Jesus Christ charge 
himself with the paying for your seat, which cannot 
surely, be anything but an easy and desirable ar¬ 
rangement, seeing you have no means of paying for 
yourself. 

Were you coming to the railway-station with no 
money in your pocket, and anxious to travel by a 
train just ready to start, in order to be put in posses¬ 
sion of a valuable inheritance left to you by a friend; 
and were any one to meet you at the door of the tick¬ 
et-office and say, “I will pay your fare for you,” you 
would feel only highest satisfaction in complying with 
such a regulation; and is it not an easy matter for 
you on coming to the station of mercy, to submit to. 
the regulation of the gospel, to let Jesus pay your 
fare for the train of grace, that you may take your 
seat with confidence, and be carried along the new 
and living way to everlasting glory ? 


What can you get by bad company ?. If you are tru¬ 
ly good, they will either taunt you or despise you. 
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** Here ia the Patience of the Saints; Here are they that keep the Commandments of God. and the Faith of Jesus.” 
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Make Tour Home Beautiful. 

Make your home beautiful—bring to it flowers, 

Plant them around you to bud and to bloom ; 

Let them give life to your loneliest hours; 

Let them bring light to enliven your gloom; 

Make your own world-—one that never has sorrowed, 
Of music and sunshine, and gold summer air; 

A home-World whose forehead care never has furrowed 
And whose, cheek of bright beauty shall ever be fair. 

Make yohr bou|e beautiful—weave round its portals 
Wreaths of the jasmin, and delicate sprays 

Of red-fruited woodbine, with joyful immortals, 

That hlessesjand brightens wherever it strays : 

Gather the blossoms, too—one little flower— 

Varied verbenas, or sweet mignonette, 

Still may bring bloom to yonr desolate bower, 

Still may be something to love and to pet. 

Make your home beautiful—gather the roses 
That hoard up the sunshine with exquisite art; 

Perchance they may pour, as your dread darkness closes 
That soft summer sunshine down into your heart! 

If you can do so, oh, make it an Eden 

Of beauty and gladness—remember His wise; 

’Twill teach you to long for that home you are needing. 
The Heaven of beauty beyond the blue skies. 

Make your homo beautiful—sure His a duty— 

Call up your little ones; teach them to walk 

Hand-in-hand with the wandering angel of beauty; 
Encourage their spirits with nature to talk, 

Gather them round you, and let them be learning 
Of tjie bird and the butterfly—ever returning 

To Him who has made all these beautiful things. 

Make home a hive; where all beautiful feelings 
Cluster like bees, and their honey dew bring; 

Make it a temple of holy revealings, 

And love its bright angel, with “ shadowy wing.” 

Then shall it be when afar on life’s billow, 

Wherever yOur tempest-tost children are flung, 

They will long 1 for the shades of the home weeping- 
willow, 

And sing the sweet song which their mother had 
shng.—j Eliza Cook. 


$6^ The Bible is itself a standing and an astonish¬ 
ing miracle. Written fragment by fragment, through¬ 
out the course of fifteen centuries, under different 
states of society, and in different languages, by per¬ 
sons of the most opposite tempers, talents, and condi¬ 
tions, learned, and unlearned, prince and peasant, 
lord and peer; cast into every form of instructive 
composition and good writing, history, prophecy, poet¬ 
ry, allegory, emblematic representations, judicious in¬ 
ter protajtion, literal statement, precept, example, prov¬ 
erbs, disquisition, epistle, sermon, prayer; in short, 
all ratidAal shapes of human discourse, and treating, 
moreover, on subjects not obvious, but most difficult; 
its authors are not to be found, like other writers con¬ 
tradicting one another upon the most ordinary mat¬ 
ters of fact and opinion, but are at harmony upon the 
whole of their sublime and momentous scheme.— Mac- 


TheJVlsions—Objections Answered* 

{Continued.) 

Ob j. 5. Duration of Christ's ministry in the, most holy 
place. The point next in importance in the catalogue of 
the objector, is the duration of Christ’s final work in 
the second apartment of the sanctuary in Heaven. It 
is claimed that when his ministry had progressed 
therein but five years, from 1844 to 1849, the visions 
declared that his time to remain there was more than 
half expired; hence that according to the visions, he 
should have come long ago ; and as he has not come, 
the visions are, in the pure vernacular of these new 
objectors, a “deceptive cheat!' 1 The language upon 
which this objection is hasec^is found on p. 46 of Ex¬ 
perience and Views, as follows; “ I saw that the time 
for Jesus to be in the most holy place was nearly fin-, 
ished and that time cannot last but a very little long¬ 
er.” We are accustomed, when investigating Bible 
questions, to let one portion of the Bible explain an¬ 
other. Why may we not follow the same rule in ref¬ 
erence to the visions, and let one portion of them 
explain another? According to this rule, the declara¬ 
tion that the time for Jesus to be in the most holy 
place was nearly finished, is explained by the sentence 
that immediately follows; namely, “Time cannot last 
but a very Utile longer .” See also near the top of p. 
47: “ The sealing time is very short , and soon will be 
over.” When is the sealing time? It synchronizes 
exactly with the period during which Christ ministers 
in the most holy place. Well, that time is very short, 
and soon will be over; in other words, the time for 
Christ to minister in the most holy place, will soon be 
finished. The burden of this testimony, then, is the 
shortness of time, and the very little space that is oc¬ 
cupied by the sealing work and the cleansing of the 
S'anctuary. The idea of comparison between the time 
that Jesus had then been in the most holy place, and 
the time he was to continue there, is not introduced. 

The objector brings it up in this light, because in 
no other way does it afford ihe slightest ground for an 
objection. Bnt it is not so expressed. It does not 
read, “I saw that the time for Jesus to be in the most 
holy place, in comparison with the time during which he 
has already been there , is nearly finished.” But it 
would have to read so, before we should have any 
right to infer that his time there was then more than 
half, or three-quarters, finished, as is claimed. As 
we sincerely believe and understand it, the view is 
designed to impress upon the mind of the reader, sim¬ 
ply the shortness of time and the nearness of the end. 

And is not what is there shown, true as a matter of 
fact? Is not time almost finished? We appeal to ev¬ 
ery believer in the near advent. Could it have been 
truthfully expressed in any other manner ? What 
should we have thought of a vision which had told us 
that his time iu the most holy was not almost fin¬ 
ished ? And considering the shortness of his ministry 
in that apartment, would it not be true at any period 
of its progress, looking from that point out to the end, 
that it was nearly finished ? There is an expression 
in James, stronger than any in this vision, which we 
believe was true in 1844, has been true ever since, 
and still is true, “Behold the Judge standeth before 
the door.” 


Obj. 6. Looking too far off for the coming of the Lord. 

On p. 46. of Experience and Views, we read, “I 
saw some looking too far off for the coming of the 
Lord. Time has continued a few years longer tljah 
they expected ; therefore they think It may continue 
a few years more, apd in this way their minds are be¬ 
ing led from present truth, out after the world.” This 
vision was given about 1849; and the opponent en¬ 
deavors to transform it into an objection by the fol¬ 
lowing very luminous comment; “The only time 
movement then in agitation was the 1854 movement ; 
and as that has passed by, this virion is not of God.” 
Oh, profundity of logic ! Supposing this to have ref¬ 
erence to some definite time, was it not even just pos¬ 
sible that some were looking to a time later tkaft- 
1854? It is a notorious fact that even from the first, 
later times have been set by many. But this testimo¬ 
ny does not h^y^reference to any definite time at all 
The very language shows that it is indefinite/ Some 
were putting off the coming of the’Lord indefinitely, 
and so were being led away iiitq the world. Was it 
the result of the ’ 54 time movement, or can it be of 
any such movement, to lead its believers into the 
world? No: those who advocate such moves, while 
so doing must so far separate themselves from the 
world, as to have their lives outwardly at least corres¬ 
pond to their profession. This view had reference to 
commandment-keepers, and was given to warn them 
of the danger of saying in their hearts. My Lord de- 
layeth his coming, and so being overcome by the 
spirit of the world. “Then,” says one, “the Lord 
should have come, according to that, in at most, three 
or four years from that time.” That does not follow. 

If the Lord was not coming for twenty years, it Would 
not be safe -for the church to look forward, indefinite¬ 
ly, half that distance for the event. By thus putting 
it off indefinitely, we lose the. spirit of the doctrine 
entirely; and as a consequent, the spirit ; of the World 
comes in to take its place. In no other way do 1 We 
believe that the church can be prepared "for the trials 
they are to endure, and finally be ready for the Lord 
when he comes, but to be expecting and Watching for 
the event as nigh at hand. Therefore we say, Do mot- 
put off the coming of the Lovd. See to it that this 
great event does not become dim in the distance be¬ 
fore your eyes. And this is simply what this vision 
teaches on this point. 

Opj. 7. New Converts . In a vision given June 27, 
1850, Experience and Views, p. 55, we read as follows 
concerning new converts to the truth; “But now 
time is almost finished, and what we have been years 
learning, they will have to learn in a few months.” 
“Then,” says the objector, “the Lord should have 
come in a few months from that time.”’ Not at all. 
The view as is evident from testimony commencing on 
the middle of the preceding page, is showing what a 
preparation the people of Go‘d must have, to endure 
the suffering they would have to meet for Christ’s 
sake, and escape the seven last plagues. The tenor 
of the vision is shown by 'such expressions as these: 
“Will ye shun the seven last plagues ? If so ye must 
die that ye may live. Get ready, get ready. Ye 
must have a greater preparation than ye now hftve. 

Ye must be partakers of Christ’s sufferings here, if ye 
would be partakers with him of his glory hereafter.” 

“I saw that some of us have had time to get the j 
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truth, and to advance step by step, and every step we soon their joy at this discovery would all have been an endless life, he must continue to eat of the tree of 

have taken has given us strength to take the next.” spoiled, if they had taken the trouble to think but life. Deprived of that tree his life would gradually 

Then follows tjie sentence first quoted: “But now a step further. If this vision teaches that the Devil wear out,” Gifts, Vpl. iii, p. 64. -But we Would in¬ 
time is almost finished, and what we have been years is in Heaven, then it teaches that the Advent people, form our astute reasoners that Adam on probation in 
learning, they will have to learn in a few months.” the churches and the world are all in Heaven ; for these the garden of Eden, and a redeemed saint in glory, are 
Now the strength we gain by our experience as we were all represented as bowed right before the same two things; This declaration has no reference to the 
journey on is just proportioned to the draft that will throne, by the side of which Satan was represented as eternal state. Their, conclusion is 6000 years from 
be made .upon it by the conflicts and trials before us. standing. But who in his soher senses can be induced their premises ,* and if this is a specimen of their dis 
That is, we n$ed at any time all the strength that to believe that it teaches any such thing as this ! Nei- cernment in opposing the visions, they had better en 

we have up to that time gained. And at no time is it ther does it any mor| teach that Satan is in Heaven, trust the job to other hands. 


we have Up to that time gained. And at no time is it ther does it any mor| teach that Satan is in Heaven, trust the job to other hands. 

true of attjr of us, that we have acquired more strength Any one can see that it simply is designed to show Obj. h Slavery. The objector consoles himself 
than we need to be able to stand. As time elapses, the relation that existed between Christ and the again with the thought that here is something more 

we meet heavier conflicts, and closer tests are brought world, the change that took place in that relation out of joint in the visions. He says: “Her visions 

to bear upon us. We can now easily see how it rmist when he changed his ministration, and how Satan on slavery in the United States have been proven false 

be with new converts in any of the advanced stages steps in and endeavors to perform the office of a be- recent facts.” To which we reply that recent facta 

of our progress. What those of longer standing have stower of blessings upon those who have refused the have proved no such thing. The only declaration that 
been learning by years of experience, and so have light, in order *to render still more complete their re f erre( j to slavery at the time it was written is this 
just acquired strength for future progress, new con- willful deception. And who has not seen this verb << it looked to me like an impossibility now for slavery 


But there is another testimony that is brought in 


referred to slavery at the time it was written is this 
“It looked to me like an impossibility now for slavery 


just acquired strength for future progress, new con- willful deception. And who has not seen this verb <«i t i 00 k e d to me like an impossibility now for slavery 
verts, ih;Order to come up to the same degree of capa- fied? In all the false revivals of the land, is there not to be done away.” This was shown in 1862, and pub 
bility off endurance,"as it is necessary that they ample evidence that they were carried on by an influ- lished in Testimony No. 7, p. 19. It was spoken in 
should^ do, in border to stand, must learn in a very encc other than the Spirit of God? reference to the South as their selfish love of slavery 

short space of time. And this will be more and more Obj. 9. The Time of Trouble Commenced. It is alleg- was set before her in vision, and the desperate meaS' 
emphatically the case, as we draw nearer and nearer e d that it was shown in vision in 1849, that the time ures they would adopt to cherish the institution, be 
to the end. 0 f trouble had commenced. The authority given is fore they would give it up. To illustrate this case 

Again, we find in the Bible declaration after dec- some expressions taken down as uttered in vision, she was pointed back to Bharaoh and his dealings 
laration,. put ifi the present tense, but yet having no Such detached declarations we cannot admit as proof with the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. And 
reference to the time in which they were written, but of anything positive, because we do not know with as the scene passed before her and she saw the fiend 
only,t0 aome ,future time, when they would be special- what scenes they were connected in the vision, and ish spirit of the slave-holders, 4nd their unscrupulous 
ly applicable. Bee for instance the following: “ The hence are unable to locate them. We must have the determinations, she says it looked 4o her like an im 

end of all things is at hand.” “ Him that is ready to whole vision with all its connections, and dependen- possibility for slavery to be done away. Well now 

judge the quick and the dead,” “ The Judge stand- c ies. For the sake, however of not seeming to pass could not slavery be done away without proving it 
eth before the door.” “ We shall not all sleep.” anything by without due consideration, we will admit false that it at that time appeared to her that such a 
4 ‘ We which are alive and remain;” &c., 1 Bet, iv, 5, the possibility of certain declarations having been thing was impossible? Is it ou such shallow objec 
7; Jataes ; v,.9| JLCpr. xv, 51; 1 Thess. iv, 15; declar- made, and of their having reference to the time when tions as this, that we are called upon to give up the 
ations ffhich applied, not to the generation then flv- they were spoken. The alleged expressions are these: visions? But it does not yet appear that slavery is 
ing, bpi,to people 1800 years from that time. But no “ The time of trouble has commenced, it is begun. The really dead. Men of quite as much erudition and 
believer in the Bible ever thinks of objecting to it, on reason why the four winds have not Jet go, is because scope of discernment as any who are now engaged in 
account of this testimony. Why? Because they un- the saints are not all scaled. It is on the increase, a petty warfare against the visions, assert and re-iter 
derstand the principle that a person in vision, or wri- and will increase “more and more. The trouble will ate, from a personal knowledge of things in the South, 
ting under the influence of the Spirit of God, is fre- never end till the earth is rid of the wicked. When that slavery is as much a fact there to-day, as it was 
quently carried^ forward into the future, and speaks Michael stands up, this trouble will be all over the five years ago; that it is abolished only in name, It 
from that standpoint as though'the time was then earth.” Now we do not know but her mind was car- is beginning to look even to some of these, like ah im 
'present. Just apply the same principle to the case ried forward in these expressions to future events; possibility, under the present state of things, for it to 

before ns, and the objection vanishes at once, and all just as we read in Kev. xii, 12: “Woe toAhe inhabit- be done away. 

is harmonious and plain. ers of the earth, and of the sea ; for the Devil is come But there is another testimony that is brought in 

Obj. The. Devil in Heaven. The objector further down unto you, having great wrath, because he know- m this connection. Ex. and Views, p. 18 : “Then 
says of.,the visions: “They teach that the Devil is in e th that he hath but a short time.”/ This declaration commenced the Jubilee when the land should rest, I 
Heaven,, trying lo carry on the work of God.” The is worded as though it was a truth in the days of the saw the pious slave rise in triumph and victory, and 
view upon which this foolish and wicked misrepresen- writer, John ; but we see that ithas its application over shake off the chains, that bound him, while his wicked 
tatioji is based, is found in.Experience and Views pp, 1700 years from that time. Yet as before remarked, master was in confusion, and knew not what to dp 
48, 44. It is a view of events to occur at the end of admitting that the vision had reference to that time, for the wicked could not understand the voice of God 
the 2800 days, when Jesus changed his position from what is proved by the expressions ? It is proved that Soon appeared the great white cloud,” &c. But how 
the holy to the most holy place. The Advent people, the special time of trouble such as never was, had not wc WO uld like to know, is this “proved to'be false by 
the church afd the world, were represented as bowed then commenced; for that does not take place till Mi- the recent events m the United States?” It cannot'be 
beforevthe throne. A great light was shed forth from chael stands up, according to Dan. xii, 1; but the ex- proved to be false till we have passed the time to 
the throne over the whole multitude; but only a few pression here is, “ When Michael stands up this troub- which it applies; and when is that? It is right down 
Would receive it. This we understand to be the great l e will be all over the earth showing that Michael' a t the end, at the voice of God, in close connection 
light that ,came forth upon the doctrine of the advent had not then stood up, and that the trouble refeired with the appearing of the Saviour, And, we inquire 
under the first angel’s message. When Jesus rose up to was only some local and particular trouble. Again, further, even if slavery in this country should be, for 
from the throne, or changed his position to the most “ The -reason why the four winds have not let go,” &c. the time being, entirely demolished, as we trust and 
k°ly those Who had received the light and were This again shows that the great time of trouble which pray that it may be, that the poor bondmen may have 

stanflihg in iis:eoiuitsel, ? rose up with him, or followed is to be caused by, the blowing of the winds had not an opportunity to learn the truth, Would itnot.be pos : 
him by faith in the change that he then made. The then commenced. The word trouble is then used only sible for it to be revived again before the coming of 
other portion of the company who had refused the in a secondary sense ; and in that sense it was true, the Lord? At that time the world will be sunk to an 
light, §|ere thereby left in ignorance of the change and still is true. The great outbreak in Europe in unparalelled degree in every species of wickedness 
that, had been made; and maintained their former 1848 marked the commencement of that time designa- and can we. suppose that the system of slavery, which 
. position. They were as a consequence, left in dark- ted as the “ anger of the nations.” Rev, xi, 18. Since so panders to all the grosser lusts of the depraved and 
ngss. The true light was now shining from another then they have been growing more and more angry, carnal heart, will be unknown in the midst of that 
quarter. Jffpt a ray of light was seen to pass to the Distress of nations with perplexity has been increas- wickedness? Will men become so extremely virtuous 
multitude who still remained where they had stub- ing on the earth; and darker forebodings press more on this point? It is not at all probable. Ifweunder- I 
bornly refused the light that had been tendered to heavily continually on the hearts of men, just as the stand this vision aright, and Rev. vi, 15 aright, there s 
theqi. This represents the position of the professed Saviour said it should be, when giving the signs of his will be bondmen on the earth when the Lord appears 
church and the. world. And that it is their position coming. Within the past 17 years every Adventist Obj. 12, The Sabbath a test. “She teaches,” sayg'Sj 
we believe as firmly to-day as we ever did. What has re-iterated all these things more than a thousand the objector, “that the Sabbath was not a test prior 
Ad|e^tist would think of turning to them for light ? times; and we ask, Are they true or false? Now to 1844, which is contrary to the Bible.” To this we 
Concerning present truth, and present duty, they are shall we too grow angry because it happened to be so reply that she teaches no such thing. What does she 
in total darkness. But God still has a people there, seen in vision, and give it all up, although it has thus say? “ I saw that the present test on the Sabbath 
who will yft pome out where the light is shining and far been a cardinal point of our faith ? could not come until the mediation of Jesus in the Ho- ;t 

rejoice in its sanctifying influence. Then Satan was Obj. 10. Perpetuation of Immortality. On this point ly Blace was finished, and he had passed within the 
represented^as standing by the throne which Jesus the objector says. “She teaches,contrary to the Bible second vail; therefore Christians who fell asleephe 
had left, endeavoring to act in his stead, when the on the subject of immortality, that even the endless fore the door was opened in the Most Holy when th| 
multitude sent up their blind petitions, and to affect life in the eternal state may cease and waste away.” midnight cry was finished at the seventh month, 1844s 
them-in a way to deceive them, and thus best suit his We reply, She teaches no such thing ; and they who and had not kept the true Sabbath, now rest in hope 
own purposes. From this it is claimed that Satan is assert it, do, or might, know better. To what do they for they had not the light and ike test on the Sabfiat| 
seen : to be in Heaven; and they then facetiously ask refer for proof of this? To what she says about Adam which we now have since that door was opened,” Ex 
if he Is “not in the wrong place for him !” How in the garden of Eden : “In order for man to possess and Views, p. 25, Then what is the test referred to? 


een in vision, and give it all up, although it has thus S ay ? “ I saw that the present test on the Sabbath Jj 

*r been a cardinal point of our faith ? could not come until the mediation of Jesus in the Ho- J 

Obj. 10. Perpetuation of Immortality. On this point ly Blace was finished, and he had passed within the 
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Evidently the new light that came forth at that time 
upon the Sabbath question as connectecPioith prophecy. 
But the objector by making the Sabbath a test, in the 
same «ense : in which it is now a test, before the devel¬ 
opment of the light upon it, not only goes beyond the 
Bible, but offers no hope to those Christians who have 
died in the past without observing it. If he wishes to 
take upon himself that burden he is welcome to carry 
it. The Bible proportions a man’s responsibility to 
the light he receives. And what Is it that gives the 
Sabbath doctrine its vitality and aggressive power in 
the hands of S. 1). Adventists, over what it possesses 
in the hands of S. D, Baptists ? It is simply its con¬ 
nection with prophecy and. the subject of the sanc¬ 
tuary. And before the truth on these subjects came 
out, thedijht that existed on the Sabbath question, 
even among those Who were observing it, was scarcely 
a tithe of what it is now. Hence the Sabbath question 
has occupied a place before the world since that time, 
such as it did not, and could not, before. No S. D. 
Adventist can consistently deny this. And this is all 
that can be deduced from the teachings of the visions 
upon this point. 

Obj. 13. The 144,000. “ Her visions,” we are told, 

“ arc contradictory in regard to the 144,000.” The 
only trouble with this objection is, that like all those 
we^bave' tftvs faV examined, it is false. There is no 
truth in it. What is the objection made of? Just 
this. In Experience and Views, p. 11, she speaks of 
the living saints at the time the voice of God is heard, 
as being 144,000 in number. In Gifts Vol. i, p. 205, 
she says that those who have died in faith under the 
third angel’s message, are raised at the voice of God. 
She does not say that these raised ones are numbered 
among the. 144,000, as the objec or assumes; but we 
will consider it so, in order to give the objection all 
the force that it. can have. Then says the objector, 
the first statement that the 144,000 are the living 
saints, is contradicted by the second that it takes these 
resurrected ones to make up the number. Will the 
objector tell us when these persons are raised? Is it 
the voice of God pronouncing the day and hour of 
Jesus’ coming, that brings them up, or do they come 
up before, and in season to hear it? This point is 
conclusively settled by: the testimony in immediate 
connection. We read on the page last referred to: 
“ There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were 
shaken open, and those who died in faith under the 
third angel’s message, keeping the Sabbath, came 
forth from their dusty beds, glorified, to hear the cov¬ 
enant of peace that God was to make with those who 
had kept, his law. ” What this covenant of peace is, is 
shown a few lines further on: “And as God spake 
the day and hour of Jesus’ coming and delivered the 
everlasting covenant to his people,’’ &c. ' Now what 
can be meant by the declaration that they came forth 
to hear the covenant of peace, &c., unless it is that 
they are a*aised| before this covenant is proclaimed, or 
the voice of God announces the day and hour of Jesus’ 
coming, and are raised in order to hear it. Then 
having been raised, and' standing alive with the saints 
who have never died, are they not in all propriety 
reckoned among the living saints? And it is this 
very declaration of the day and hour of Jesus’ com¬ 
ing that the company then alive, 144,000 in number, 
hear and understand. Ex.. & V. pp. 10, 11. Then 
where is the contradiction? It does not exist. 

But it is further Objected that at the general resur¬ 
rection of the righteous at the appearing of Ghrist, 
the 144,000 rejoice to meet their friends who bad been 
torn from them by death. Ex. & V. p. 12. This is 
claimed as a contradiction. But is it not barely pos¬ 
sible that some of the 144,000 had Christian friends 
taken away by death previous to the rise of the third 
angel’s message ? Such captious criticism is unworthy 
of notice. 

It is objected .again that this makes too many resur¬ 
rections. We leave the objector to settle this with 
the Bible; for the prophet'Daniel brings to view this 
very resurrection. Dan. xii, 2. To no other event 
can his testimony be applied. 

{To be continued .) 

Be cheerful, but not light; solid, but not sad. 

Keep the body under but the spirit up. 


Prayer- 

All night in prayer ! oh how that word, 

Thrills through my soul with solemn sound. 

Its tone with agony is stored, 

Of One who bowed on the cold ground, 

With naught to shield bis holy head, 

Save Heaven’s canopy above, 

The - gathering darkness, as it spread, 
Witnessed the fervor of his love. 

All night in prayer ! Thou blessed One, 

Didst, thou kind nature’s rest, forego, 

That thou might’s wander forth alone, 

To brood o’er man’s sad state of woe? 

Didst thou one long and sleepless night, 

Pour forth thy soul in ardent prayer, 

That man might choose yon world of light, 
And dwell with God and angels there ? 

All night, in prayer ! The starry train, 

And beauteous moon their vigils kept, 

Beholding from their bright domain, 

The form of him who often wept 
O’er human sorrows, toil, and care, 

And felt soft pity’s kindling glow, 

And e’en was willing all to bear—* 

To drink our bitter cup of woe. 

All night in prayer! Did angels view, 

Prostrate in kneeling beauty bowed, 

While words which seraphs never knew, 

Beached far beyond yon glittering cloud. 

They told into his Father’s ear. 

Of that sad day of coming pain, 

When from his side a soldier’s spear, 

The life-blood’s gentle flow should drain. 

All nig^t in prayer ! Think, O my soul, 

For ’twas for thee he wrestled thus, 

To point thee to yon heavenly goal, 

Where every murmuring thought is hushed. 
Where peace, like rivers, flows along, 

The pure, celestial city wide, 

While all repeat the glorious song 
Of him who once for sinners died. 

All night in prayer ! Yes,- O my Lord, 

My soul shall count those moments dear. 

When agony like thine was poured, 

In drops like blood, and sweat, and tears. 

Thus let me view, with solemn awe, 

The suffering scenes of Christ, the Lord, 
And from thy precepts ne’er-withdraw, 

But follow thee at thy blest word. 

—Advocate and Guardian. 


Frozen to Death. 

A crew of sailors had just reached port, and all ex¬ 
cept one went to the drinking houses, which always 
are found near the wharves. Here they spent their 
money and fired their brains with that abominable 
stuff which BobOrt Hall called “Liquid fire! and Dis¬ 
tilled damnation V* 

On returning to the ship they found a ship-mate 
sober, and jeered him^for hot drinking; they then 
threatened to tie him up and whip him if he did not 
drink. Next day they found him ashore, and after 
abusing and threatening him, which he bore with 
wondrous patience, and Christian fortitude, they ask¬ 
ed him the reason why he would not drink. 

He spoke as follows: “ My first recollections of 
my father are that he was a drunkard. He often 
abused my poor mother and nearly broke her heart, 
when under the influence of liquor. 

“ One cold winter’s day, when the snow was deep 
on the ground, as X was running home, I kicked 
against something in the snow—I stopped and found 
it was.a man. On uncovering the face, I saw to my 
horror, that it was my own father. I ran home with 
all speed, crying bitterly, told my poor mother—the 
neighbors were soon aroused, and he was brought j 
home. When the excitement was over a little, my 
dear mother and I stood by the side of my father, and 
she said, * Now John, my dear son, you see what 
drink has done—your poor father has died a drunk¬ 
ard; now I want you to promise me that you will 
never drink strong drink as long as you live.’ I 
promised 1 never would. I’ve kept that promise up 
to this day. Now, comrades, that is the reason why 
I never have drunk strong drink, and hy the help of 
God I never will.” 

Deeply touched, even to tears, by this sad history, 
one of the sailors exclaimed, “John, draw up a pledge 


and I’ll sign it;” another said “so will I”—and % 11 
six of them signed the pledge to totally abstain from 
the use of all intoxicating liquors. 

On reaching the ship, the captain asked, what the 
matter was, that all had come aboard so soon. They 
showed him the pledge, stated the story, when he 
said, “I’ll sign it too.” He called up the mate and 
he signed. 

Beligious meetings were held on board this ship, 
and all were converted, to God. So much for one 
man’s faithfulness. Stand up for the right. Dare 
to be true to your convictions of duty. If God be for 
us, who can be against us.— j. e in Christian Press. 

Trifles. 

“The trifles of our daily lives, 

The common things scarce worth recall, 
Whereof no visible trace survives, 

These are the main-springs after all.” 

There is a vast amount of truth contained in this 
little stanza. It is the little things, the seeming noth¬ 
ings, the common things, which make up the days, 
and the days make up the years of life. It is the lit¬ 
tle things which tell to all with whom we come .in 
contact, whether Jesus is our pattern, whether we are 
living for him, or whether we are living for self, 
heedless of the golden rule. It is the little things 
which will make the scale weigh either for or against 
our right to the white robe and the starry crown. .Yes, 
the little things, those whereof there remains no visi¬ 
ble trace. These the poet says are the “ main-springs.” 
Main springs of what? Of all those acts which do 
leave a visible trace. How important then that these 
little things should be the main springs of right. 


Malignant Christians. 

Some persons pride themselves on being blunt, or, 
as they call it, “honest;” but very blunt people do 
little good to others, and get little love to themselves. 
The Scriptures recommend gentleness and kindness. 
There is nothing in all this world of ours half so mean 
as a vindictive and malignant disposition. Yet many 
Christians gratify this spirit, and deceive tliemselves 
with the idea that they are rebuking sin. Christians' 
should take heed of getting fond of the work of “re¬ 
buking.” Such “spiritual constables” do a great deal 
of mischief without intending it. They are in the 
church what a very witty and sarcastic person is in 
society, or what a tell-tale is in a school; and approx¬ 
imate very closely to that class which the apostle 
terms “busybodies in other men’s matters.” Such 
Christians come in time to be regarded as nuisances 
in society, constantly to be avoided, and the little good 
they may do is thrown away. Our manner must be; 
tender and winning. “The nail of reproof” says an 
old writer, “ must be well oiled in kindness before it 
is driven home.” 

The Profane Soldier’s Reform, 

A few months ago, a soldier, who when a boy, had 
been taught to swear by his father, and learned his 
lessons well, was lying in his tent at dead of nighty 
unable to sleep. Upon the still air of his canvas hoihe 
came the oaths of his comrades engaged in conversa¬ 
tion. He listened awhile, and said to himself, “ Is 
it possible, that swearing sounds as horribly to others 
as it does now to me?” He tried to sleep, but the 
profanity came with still harsher, viler discord upon 
his ear, while thus alone with God and conscience. 
Bising, he went forth and expostulated with his com¬ 
rades to their astonishment; and with the reason, 
gave his pledge to abstain entirely henceforward from 
the vice. He has kept his promise, though not a 
Christian. 

If thus in moments of calm reflection, under the 
curtain of night, the oath sounded upon the wakeful 
ear of the swearer himself, how terrific will be its 
thunder when it echoes through the gloom of eterni¬ 
ty’s despair! 

Use yourself to .moderation in all things. 
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To-day and To-morrow. 

Tchday* the sky is decked in deepest blue, 
To-mOirjcow, it assumes an angry hue, 

To-day, bright airy clouds go flitting by, 
To-mdrfow, black ohes gather round the sky, 
To-day., the sun bestows its warmest rays, 

To?morrow, hides his face from human gaze, 
To-day,, fond Hope rears castles high in air, 
To-morrow, Hope is shrouded in despair, 

To * day, we’re flushed with life, and health, and bloom, 
To-moi#ow, slieping in the silent tomb, 

To-day, our forms are robed in rich array, 
Tormorrow, we’re a form of pulseless clay, 

To-day, we paint a future great, sublime, 
To-morrow, we’re beyond the scenes of time, 
To-day, the Saviour pleads before the throne, 
To-morrow, ceasing—cries, ’Tis done, ’tis done, 
To-day, the Saviour .calls; eh, why delay? 
To-naorrow ? Kay, too late, come now to-day, 
“To-day,” our Father cries, “is the. accepted time,” 
0! come, to-day, to-morrow is not thine. 

Emily L. Canright. 

Coldwater , Mich. 


The Visions—Objections Answered. 

{Continued.) 

OBJ. 14. Her view of the saints fleeing out of the 
cities and villages in the time of trouble, Ex. & Views, 
p. 17, is contrary to Luke xvii, 84, 85, which speaks 
of two men being in one bed, two women grind¬ 
ing at the mil£ and one being taken and the other left. 

We have ohly to say to the objector here, that we 
do not take his interpretation of any scripture in op¬ 
position to a vision; neither do we believe, to say 
nothing of the vision, that his view of the passage re¬ 
ferred tb is anywhere near correct ; for we do not be¬ 
lieve that that scripture has its application at the time 
of the coining of Christ, but at a time previous to that 
event-when the division between the righteous and 
the WidkOd takes place. To the same time verses 
31-33 OvidenHy apply. “In that day he which shall 
be upon the house top and’ his stuff in the house, let 
him no! eomo" down to take it away, and ho that is in 
the field, let him likewisO'not return back. Remem¬ 
ber Lot’s wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his life, 
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 
preserve it.” It would be difficult to apply such lan¬ 
guage as this to the time when the Son of man actu¬ 
ally appears ; fOr at that time no one would think of 
coming down to take his goods out of his house/ nor 
of returning to his house, if he was in the field; It 
must apply to a time prior to the Advent. And in 
that night two men shall be in one bed, two women 
grinding together, and two men in the field, and one 
shall be taken and the other left; or as some transla¬ 
tions read, and it is a translation which the original 
well sustains, “ one shall be siezed and the other escape .” 
The disciples then. ask where this shall be, where 
these reparations shall take place; and he answers 


and says that it is where the body, or carcass, Matt, 
xxiv, 28, is; for there will the eagles be gathered to¬ 
gether. The idea has always seemed to us rather re¬ 
volting than otherwise, to let the carcass represent 
the Saviour, and the eagles which go to rend and de¬ 
vour their prey, represent the saints which are caught 
up to meet him in the air. Rather we say, let the 
carcass represent the wicked, who are doomed to 
death, and the eagles, the judgments of God, the sev¬ 
en last plagues, which will pounce upon them like 
eagles scenting their prey from afar. Then one, the 
wicked, shall be siezed , the other, the righteous, shall 
escape. And this is before the time that the saints 
flee from the cities and villages to avoid the wrath 
of the wicked as represented in the vision. The ob¬ 
jector has here created all the trouble there is, by his 
own erroneous view of the passage. 

Obj. 15. She says the magicians’ rods did become 
serpents, and that they did not really become ser¬ 
pents; which last declaration contradicts Ex,, vii, 12, 
which says they did become serpents. Test. No. 7, p. 
51; Gifts, Vol. iii, p. 205. 

To make an objection of this, the objector has to 
overlook the language of appearances, which is es¬ 
sential to an understanding of a great portion of the 
Bible. Thus the. Bible says the sun rises,«sets, &c. 
Hoes it mean that it really rises? The objector might 
here take his stand with the infidel in his foolish 
cavils against the Bible. If the Bible designed; to be 
anywhere astronomically correct on these points, we, 
should doubtless somewhere x*ead, The sun does not 
really rise ; but the revolution of the earth causes it 
so to appear. 

But says the objector, “this contradicts Ex. vii, 12, 
which says they did become serpents.” In answer to 
this, we introduce 1 the following extract from Bush’s 
notes on Ex. vii, 11. After stating that the magicians 
wrought no such miracle in reality as was performed 
through Moses and Aaron, he says: 

“We proceed, therefore, to state the grounds of 
this interpretation, and in doing it we regret that, 
from its depending so entirely upon the idiomatio 
Structure of the Hebrew, the mere English reader will 
not perhaps bp able fully to appreciate its force. We 
will endeaver to make it, however,. if not demonstra¬ 
ble, at least intelligible.—Xt is a canon of interpreta¬ 
tion of frequent use in the exposition of the sacred 
writings, that verbs of action sometimes signify merely 
the will and endeavor to do the action in question. 
Thus Eze. xxiv, 13, ‘ I have purified thee, and thou 
wast not purged;’ i. el, I have endeavored, used 
means, been at pains, to purify thee. John v, 44, 
( How can "ye believe which receive honor one of an¬ 
other;’ i. e., endeavor to receive. Rom. ii, 4. ‘The 
;goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance;’ i. e., en¬ 
deavors or tends" to lead thee. Amos ix, 3, ‘ Though 
they be hid from my sight in the bottom of' the sea 
i. e., thoqgh they aim to be hid. 1 Cor. x, 88, ‘I 
please all men;’ i. e., endeavor to please. Gal. v, 4, 
‘Whosoever of you are justified by the law;’ i. e., 
seek and"endeavor to be justified. Ps. lxix, 4, ‘ They 
that destroy me are mighty;’ i. e., that endeavor to 
destroy me! ' Eng. ‘Tliat would destroy me.’ Acts 
-vii, 26, ‘ And set them at one again;’ i. e., wished and 
endeavored. Eng. ‘ would have set them.’ The pas¬ 
sage before us we consider as exhibiting a usage en¬ 


tirely analogous. ‘ They also did in like manner 
with their enchantments,’ i. e., they endeavored to do 
in like manner; just as in chap, viii, 18, it is said, 

* And the magicians did so with their enchantments to 
bring" forth lice;- but they, cmld‘tiot //£ the words. bring 
precisely the same in both inriaflijes/ Adopting this 
construction, we suppose that the forme# clause 
verse/12 should be rendered, ‘For they cast down 
every man*his rod, that they might become serpents;’ 
which the Hebrew reader will perceive to be a ren-' 
dering precisely parallel to that which occurs chap, 
yi, 11, ‘Speak unto Pharaoh that he let the children 
of Israel go;’ Ileb. ‘ And he shall let > gbP So also 
chap, vii, 2, « Shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send ;’ 
Heb. 1 Arid he Shall send.’ The magician^ cast down 
their rods that they might undergo a Similar transmu¬ 
tation with that of Moses’, but it is not expressly said 
that were so changed, and we therefore incline to 
place theif discomfiture in the loss* of their rods, thbse 
instruments with Which they had $ vainly hoped to 
compete with Moses.If >,it be ^contended that there 
was some kind of change produood on.the magicians’ 
rods, but that it was effected by feats of:*juggling*- or 
legerdemain, and amounted in fact merely to-an op> 
tical illusion, we do not particularly object to this 
construction, inasmuch as it admits our main position, 
that there was no real miracle wrought by or through 
the magicians. Perhaps on the whole it may be con¬ 
sidered, as the most probable hypothesis ; especially 
as the narrative does not require us ; to understand all 
these various incidents as having ocourred ah one and 
the same interview.” 

Obj. 16. Spiritual Gifts, Vol. iii, p. 68, says that 
the animals were for seven days coming into the 1 ark, 
and that the family of Noah were Seven days in the 
ark before the rain began to descend ; and this is 
claimed as a contradiction of GenVVii, 11^-16. “ In the 

selfsame day entered =Noah, &c., 'into thOrirk .* ’The 
cattle after their kind,” $0/ $0 mAkrC Aifi objeotibn 
here, the objector would carry the impression’ that ifi 
the very day that Noah entered into the ark, the ani¬ 
mals came in too, and on the same day the flood came. 
We can only inquire if the obj ector has ever read the first 
part of Gen. vii, in' vvhicsh it is ehoWn that Noah was 
first summoned to go into the ark, that the animals 
came unto him, into the ark, which shows that be Was 
in there; of course arranging them as they 6n$fi*ed; 
and that after seven duyrthe flood of waters came up^- 
on the earth. There is not the least contradiction^be^ 
tween this and the’ vision. 

Obj; 17! “Every specibs of animals Which God 
had created was preserved in the ark.” Gifts; Vol. 
iii, p. 15. “There was a very large clals of animals 
which perished' at the flood/” • Gifts.''Vol. iv, p. 121, 
Then, says the objector/‘‘Either God did not- create 
these large animals/ or here is a contradiction:” ‘But 
if he had just' rbrid IhAvbry'fiext sentence following 
the first quotation f given above, his' contradiction 
would have at once vanished: “ The confused ‘ spec¬ 
ies which God did not create, which were the ireafalt of 
amalgamation, were destroyed by the floods” Vol: 
iii, p. : 15: 

Obj. 18. “At the.close of the thousand years, 
Jesus and the angels and all the Saints with him lerive 
the holy city, and while he is descending to the earth 
with them, the wicked dead are raided:” Ex. & Views,- 
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p, 34, As a contradiction to this, a quotation is made 
from Gifts, Yol. i, as follows: “ At the end of the one 
thousand years, Jesus left the city, and a train'Of the 
angelic host followed him. Jesus descended upon a 
great and mighty mountain, which as soon es his feet, 
touched it, parted asunder and became a mighty plain. 
Then we looked up and saw the great and beautiful 
city, #-* * Aud it came down in ;all its splendor and 
. dazzlingglo^yj anllAettledin the plain. * * Then Jesus 
and all the holy retinue of angels and all the redeemed 
safetsfeft the city. * * * Then Jesus in terrible, fear¬ 
ful majesty called forth the wicked dead. Gifts, Vol. 
i, p. JS18. The objector then asks the question,; 
“ Wfife did Jesus raise them ? While he was descend¬ 
ing as first stated, or after the city come [.'] down as j 
last stated ?” 

It will be difficult for the reader to understand the 
dishonest #prk 4 that has been made in garbling and 
peryei'ting tfiis testimony, unless he has the.boohs and 
canjrpbr to feem; himself. From the manner in which 
the quotation is givenf he would think it was all one 
connected paragraph, on the same page, and referring 
to the Same subject, instead of a part of it being on 
another page , and under a new chapter , and on a new 
subject, as is actually the case! In one instance in the 
quotation ajs the objector gives it, there is nearly a 
line omitted with nothing at all to indicate it. Next 
three and a half lines are omitted, signified by the 
ipserfibn offeree stars* But where the leaf turns and 
a new chapter and new subject are introduced, the 
change is indicated by only two stars! The, com¬ 
mencement and close of the quotation is simply the 
rehearsal of the- same facts applied to two different 
subjects. The subject of chap, xxxix, of Gifts, Vol. 
h is 4 l|»#b Desolatedand in that chapter we 
are {taken down through the period of its desolation to 
theitipie when the city is located upon it. The point 
in th# quotation where this chapter ends is this: 
.u-And.it came down in all its splendor and dazzling 
glory,-and settled in the [mighty] plain [which Jesus 
had prepared* for it]* Then opens chapter xi, and 
thesafcjeet of that chapter is, “ The Second Resurrec¬ 
tion ;^ ; and'|n the’opening of that chapter we are car^ 
rfed right back to the holy city, and to the exit of 
Oh^isiand Hie people therefrom before it comes down. 
Th3 reader Could have: seen this if * the objector had 
Uotjdishonestly Concealed the fact that a new chapter 
was opened, and then had given two .lines and a 
half which he for some reason omitted. Chapter xi 
OpeUSfthus i ( f Then Jesus and all the holy retinue of 
angebfcand ail the redeemed saints, left the city. The 
holy angels surrounded Jesus und escorted him. on his 
way^ .and, the train of redeemed saints followed. 
TH^p||^su,sJ^fe|*^ble^ fearful majesty called forth the 
ydekfd.-dfa^r&e. “ The angels escorted him ,on his 
way.g ; On highway where ? we ask, if the city and 
the heavenly company had already descended. It is 
on ; the autfipapty of such garbled quotations as this, 
tfiaf we are asked to discard the visions. We beg to 
be excused, , r ; 

may refer to Vol. iii, pp. 83, 84, 
Where the same facts are stated undivided by a chap¬ 
ter; feit,the same principle will hold good here as in 
th% farmer? case. It is a principle common to all 
r .^pt f ouly the Bible, but to every book in 
•^h|cfe the^ediffprept series of events narrated 
whicS • synchronize in. the time of their fulfillment. 
y^e are carried down through one series, and' when 
that is completed, we are taken back to the com¬ 
mencement of another. And unless it is so in this 
cash we have Jesus leave the city twice, having en¬ 
tered it only once. 

Gn;«r> 19. Gifts, Vol. iii, p. 84, states that those 
wHh Jived before the flood were more than twice as 
tallymen now living; that the generations after the 
fioad wereiless in stature; and that there has been a 
continual dgerease to the present time; and this, it is 
claimed, ooijitradiqts—what ? Some other vision ?. No; 
th®* BibleNo I but “facts.” What facts? Oh, a 
writer in the American Tract Society’s Bible Diction¬ 
ary, Conjectures from mummies and some other things 
that the race of mankind never exceeded in the aver¬ 
age? their present stature! 0 weakness! where are 

$iy .Swaddling bands I Somebody conjectures that 
ibq hfenan iace never could have been larger than at 
present';- therefore the vision must be false! But it I 


is a notorious fact, that evidence has come forth upon 
this point, amply sufficient to sustain the testimony of 
the vision. Much of it has appeared in late volumes 
of the,Review; and it is now almost daily coming up 
fresh from the bosom of the earth—evidence from the 
discovery of organic remains, sufficient to show be¬ 
yond a sane doubt, that at some period in the past, 
there existed on this earth a .class of gigantie men 
and animals, in. comparison with which the present 
species are but pigmies. Before such facts as these, 
the objection vanishes like chaff before the whirl¬ 
wind. 

Obj. 20. “I saw an aDgel flying swiftly to me. 
He carried me from the earth to the holy city. In 
the City I saw a temple, which I entered.” Ex. &. 
Views, p. 16. This says the objector contradicts Rev. 
xxi, 22: and I saw no temple therein; for the Lord 
God and the Lamb are the temple of it.” 

To' this’ objection we reply: Sister White saw the 
city as it exists at the present time ; John in Rev ; 
xxi, 22, saw it after it had come down to the earth 
at the end of the 1000 years. The two views are over 
a thousand years apart, and in different dispensa¬ 
tions; that is all the difference! But John in anoth¬ 
er part of his vision, viewing things in the city in 
this dispensation, says that he did see a temple there¬ 
in. “And the temple of God was opened in Heaven, 
and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testa¬ 
ment.” &c. Rev. xi, 19. Now why did not the objec¬ 
tor turn his infidel weapons against the Bible and say 
that here is a contradiction between Rev. xi, 19, and 
Rev. xxi, 22? The temple of God as it now exists 
in Heaven, is the sanctuary; and sister W, so de¬ 
scribes it. So also says the Revelation; for in it, was 
seen the ark of his testament. And to deny that there 
is now a temple in Heaven, as the objector would 
have us do, is to deny the plain Bible truth that there 
is now a sanctuary in Heaven.; and all this for the 
sake of getting something against the visions. We 
have only to say that, we do riot feel disposed to deny 
the Bible, for the sake of denying the visions. The 
reason why there is no temple in the city after it has 
come down to earth, is evidently because the plan of 
salvation being finished, there is no longer occasion 
• for the sanctuary works What disposition is made of 
this templfej the Bible does pot inform us. Possibly 
it is removed from the city, and becomes .the temple 
described inExperiencC and Views p. 14, as existing 
outside of the city : or it may be put to such a differ¬ 
ent use as to cease to be the temple of God. 

Obj. 21. “ The Father’s person I could not behold, 

for a cloud of glorious light covered him. I asked Je¬ 
sus if his Father had a form like himself. He said he 
had, but I could riot behold it; torf, said bej if you 
should once behold the glory of his person, you would 
cease to exist.” A few words further on, the objector 
fancies he finds a contradiction as follows: “And I 
saw the Father rise from the throne and in a flaming 
chariot go into the Holy of Holies, and did sit. Ex. & 
Views, p. 43. 

How any person could bring forward as a contra¬ 
diction, testimony which so evidently explains itself, 
we are unable to perceive. It illustrates the state¬ 
ment made in the commencement of this work, that 
the objector in order to make his objections appear 
respectable as to numbers, will sieze upon the least 
point.where he thinks he can palm off upon the inat¬ 
tentive reader fes misrepresentations. If a cloud of 
glorious light enveloped the Father, and she knew 
that it was the Father who was thus veiled from 
her sight in his unapproachable glory, vyhen that 
cloud passed into the holy of holies wpuld she not 
know that it was the Father who moved? Could, she 
not properly say that she saw the Father rise up. from 
the throne and go into the most holy place ? Who 
would think of questioning this but he who was under 
a desperate pressure to make out his case ? 

But the objector may say further, the Bible declares 
that no man hath seen God, and no one can see him 
and live. John i, 18; Ex. xxxiii, 20. Very true; I 
but yet the prophet Daniel saw the Ancient of days, 
and has given us a description of his hair and Ms gar¬ 
ments, and the appearance-of his .throne. Dan. vii, 9, 
10. But there is no contradiction here; for seeing 
God iq vision is not seeing him in our natural con¬ 


dition and with our natural eyes. It may be proper 
to add that the Lord is represented as clothed with 
majesty and light as with a garment. Fs. civ, 1, 2. 
This cloud of light, then, if we may so speak, was his 
clothing. A person may be clothed so as, to conceal 
the form; but we have no difficulty, nevertheless, in 
telling When they move. It is with jusi such cavils as 
this that infidelity attacks the Bible. - *>. , ■ 

Obj. 22. Her Vision of the Battle of Mariasses is 
contradictory, says the objector. How? It is repre¬ 
sented that Southern men felt the battle, and would 
in a little have been driven further back; but that the 
North, if they had pushed on, would eventually have 
found themselves in the midst of a greater struggle, 
and greater destruction. And this could all have been 
so. There is no contradiction about it. 

Obj. 23. “ Her view of the tree of life is much 

more fanciful than true.” Indeed! • Our fancy is to 
judge is it of the truthfulness of these things 1 Why 
does not.the objector say the same thing of Ezekiel’s 
vision of the living creatures, and living wheels; 
Zechariah’s vision of the stone with seven eyes, and 
the flying roll; Jofin’s view of fee fourj beasts, a city 
of gold transparent like glass! &c. &c. ’He' fcisks if 
the idea of a gold tree is altogether reasonable. Why 
don’t he ask if it is altogether reasonable to talk about 
gold being transparent like ^lass, as John does ? Who 
ever saw any transparent gold? In regard to there 
being but one tree, with a trunk on each side of the 
river, we have a most striking illustration of how this - 
can be, in the banyan tree of India, the branches of 
which take root and become new trunks sending nut 
other branches,"till the. tree comes to be supported by 
hundreds of trunks, covering, perhaps, acres of ground, 
yet all the trunks being connected, together in the 
wide-spreading top, and forming but one tree. See 
Webster’s Dictionary, and Am. Encyclopedia." 

Obj. 24. “Many* things in her older visions are 
now suppressed, no doubt on account of their appear¬ 
ance of fanaticism and wild imagination.” Yes, “no 
doubt!” Concerning the charge of suppression we 
shall speak in due time. We just wish the reader to 
note here that these are urged as strong points against 
the visions, and to mark how they resolve themselves 
into the single and solitary “ no doubt” of the objector 
—very weighty unquestionably in his own mind, 

Obj. 25. “She has taught,” it is further urged, 
“in a suppressed vision that to speak against her 
visions is to sin against the Holy Ghost.” This state¬ 
ment is a misrepresentation; for it is only a partic- 
I ular class, under particular circumstances, that are 
referred to. 

What the objector says about their ignoring the 
right of private judgment, correcting the erring, and 
uniting the people of God, is all met by Eph. iv, I—13, 
unless he can show from other indubitable evidence 
that the visions are.not among the means there speci¬ 
fied as set in the church to bring us to the unity of the 
faith. . 

But what will not the opposer sicz.e upon as^ an ob¬ 
jection to the. wision,s ? It is usually considered a 
characteristic of false prophets that they prophesy 
peace, and speak smooth things; and the Bible so 
represents. But lo! the visions are denounced as 
false because they do .not do thisveny thing. . They 
denounce, sin, they expose evil, they warn the church 
of its dangers., point out its wrongs and reveal its 
failings. Then says the objector, this people are not; 
God’s people, or they would not be.guilty of being'in 
such a condition as to merit these reproofs; but the 
visions say they are God’s people; hence the visions 
are false. According to this objection no people can 
be God’s people who are guilty of any wrong what¬ 
ever ; or if they are, they must never be reproved for 
it; and moreover, they can never get right and regain 
God’s favor, and be saved at last. A; more stultified 
and unscriptural process of reasoning, than is involv¬ 
ed in this objection, is rarely to be met with.. -It does 
away with the Bible, and with every Christian people. j 
who have ever lived. It. is requiring altogether too; j 
much to ask us to. give up the visions for such reasons 
as this.. ; , .. 

(To be continued ,) [ 


Where there is no vision, the people perish. V; 
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We Look to Thee. 

OUR Father who in Heaven art, 

„ Oh, hear our cries to-day ; 

Thy servants, Lord, are chastened sore, 

Ola, heal them now, we pray. 

A great Physician, Lord, thou" art, 

Thy wonders who can show ? 

To thee in our distress we come, 

Thy dealing power bestow. 

Reiii ember, Lord, thy suffering cause, 

And set thy servants free ; 

The harvest, now already white, 

Look down, 0 Lord, and see. 

The lab’rers, where, oh whei*e are they? 

To reap the harvest wide, 

To gather in the ripened grain, 

Though angry foes deride. 

Jesus, on thee our souls rely, 

Thou wilt thine aid impart; 

Rich blessings on thy flock descend, 

And yoy fill every heart. 

Dear Lord, in thee we’ll ever trust, 

And lean on thy strong arm; 

Thy little flock all safe thou’It lead^ 

Mid Satan’s wild alarm. 

Then when the conflict sore is passed, 

And we all gathered home, 

We’ll sing thy praise in raptures loud, 

' Arouhd thy dazzling throne. 

L; E. Millne. 


The Visions—Objections Answered. 

( Continued ,) 

Obj. 26. Matters in*Iowa. The nature of objections 
to the visions depends considerably upon the locality 
from which tl|ey come. Wherever wrongs have been 
exposed or errors reproved, when opposition breaks 
out, these things are sure to come up in the fore front 
among ,the objections. There were, unfortunately, 
some fanatical movements in Iowa in relation to the late 
war,* and it so happens that those who are now lead¬ 
ing off in that section in opposition to the visions, are 
the ones who were principally concerned in those- 
movements. They were reproved by vision ; and it is 
perhaps not to be wondered „at, that, still smarting un¬ 
der the, ignominioua failure of their fanatical schemes, 
they should feel sensitive on this point. We have 
never known a person who had once committed him¬ 
self upon the visions, to rise up in opposition to them, 
till his, own dear self was in some way touched by 
their testimony. And here we discover, perhaps the 
principal, at least a not very remote, cause of the 
present opposition to the visions in that State. It 
would no doubt be a great gratification to those con¬ 
cerned to be able to prove that others in other places 


had been equally fanatical, and were not reproved, , 
and so that the visions were at least inconsistent, or 
partial in their testimony. This they attempt, with a 
good deal of Spirit; but facts are wofully against them. 
The circumstances may be summed up in brief as 
these i In Ibwa under the pressure of repeated calls for 
men by the government, certain ones appealed to the 
legislature of that State to enact a law exempting 
Seventh-day Adventists from military duty. As any 
one might have foreseen, they utterly failed in their 
object; and what kind of a notoriety did they gain by 
the transaction. Any one who wished to avoid milita¬ 
ry duty was at that time looked upon with suspicion ; 
but here was a class who not only wished to avoid 
military duty, but asked that special laws might be 
promulgated in their hehalf, in order that they might 
do it. If the authorities could bring special pressure 
to bear upon any class, it would be sure to be such. 

On the other hand the General Conference Com¬ 
mittee, to whom the brethren were all looking to do 
something in their behalf, sent up a petition to the 
government, and carried it to headquarters where all 
such petitions belong,—for what ? For a law to be 
enacted especially in their favor ? No : but for the 
benefit of a law already existing. The law exempting 
non-combatants was already in force ; and if we could 
show ourselves to be such as were contemplated in its 
provision, the law was bound to protect us. This the 
committee undertook to do and succeeded in doing. 
The one was a reasonable project, prosecuted in a 
proper manner, and in the end successful. The other 
was a spasmodic irrational effort, prosecuted in a spirit 
of fanaticism, so one of its principal abettors has once 
confessed, and in the end an utter failure. This is the 
difference between the two efforts. Yet now these 
disappointed Iowa aspirants for military favor, have 
the effrontery to come forth and declare that if their 
movement was fanaticism, the action of the committee 
was “fanaticism intensified!” We leave the reader to 
judge upon which side the intensity belongs. 

But this is not the worst feature of their treatment 
of the course of the committee in this matter. The 
action of the committee involved an expense in pro¬ 
curing testimony, employing counsel* making jour¬ 
neys, &c., &c., in comparison with which the cost of 
the paper and printing of the documents which they 
issued, was scarcely to be taken into account; yet 
these raurmurers set forth that the price of these doc¬ 
uments was exorbilant, because a few pages put of the 
16 were blank, as though the mere printing was the 
main thing! And when subsequent steps were taken, 
involving a still greater expense, and the necessary 
documents were then issued to enable our brethren to 
avail themselves of the exemption act, they complain 
again that an extra 50 cents was added to the price of 
these documents when sent out of the State of Mich-; 
igan. Now it was fully explained in the paper, at the 
time these documents were published, see Review Vol., 
xxv, No. 16, that those which were to be used out of 
the State, must be taken to the County clerk, thirteen 
miles to receive his certificate, a step that did not have 
to be taken with those used within the State ; and if 
any think 50 cents each was an exorbitant price to; 
cover the time and expense of the journey, the cost of 
the certificate, and the requisite stamp, the worst wish 
we have for them is that they were obliged to' foot the 


bill out of the proceeds. But they carefully keep back 
all these facts, and endeavor to appeal to the prejudice 
of the reader,, by representing that advantage was 
takea of those living out of the State* 

And then plunging into a still greater depth o£ tur¬ 
pitude, they add: “ Since nobody is in danger of be¬ 
ing drafted, these books can be had for one dollar. 
Somebody’s necessities must have been taken advan¬ 
tage of.” The occasion of the books being offered for 
one dollar after the close of the war is explained by 
the following resolution, which was passed, be it re¬ 
membered, at the session of the General Conference 
of 1865. 

Whereas , The, General Conference Committee have 
been under the necessity of incurring.a considerable 
expense in preparing and procuring preliminary proofs 
and documents, to enable certain of our brethren to 
avail themselves of the law in favor of non-combatants, 
which expense as yet has been but partially met from 
the avails of said proofs and documents, therefore, 

Resolved , That this Conference hereby request all 
those for whose personal benefit said expense wps in¬ 
curred, viz.; those who were liable to the draft—and 
all others who are so disposed, to contribute one dol¬ 
lar each for the purpose of defraying the same, and 
that each of said contributors be entitled to a copy of 
said documents. 

This action speaks for itself. It was deliberately, 
done in open session of the highest body known among 
Seventh-day Adventists ; and moreover, those, very 
persons who now throw out their b& se insinuations 
against it, were present and voted for ijt! Why did 
they not withhold their votes, and exhibit their oppo¬ 
sition there before the Conference ? But after having 
by their votes acknowledged that the expense of the 
works had not been met, and that it should bo made 
up in the way the resolution, indicated, how can they 
now turn about as they do and denounoe the course of 
the committee ? Such hypocrisy ife too transparent to 
need exposure. 

They further complain that during the war nothing 
was shown about the duty of the brethren in view of 
the draft, but a vision was given showing the length 
at which women should wear their dresses- In this 
they have stated an absolute falsehood; for what was 
published about dress, was only an article from sister 
White in How to Live, No. 6, p. 63. It‘does not pur¬ 
port to be a vision. That is a clause of their own add¬ 
ing. Now could not sister White write an article du¬ 
ring the rebellion on any other subject but war, with¬ 
out being denounced therefor ? Misrepresentations like 
this may for awhile have some influence; , but they 
must surely in the end redound disastrously upon the 
heads of their authors. 

Obj. 27. The objector declares further thatS. D. A. 
ministers gather up from infidels contradictions in the 
Bible, and peddle them around to sustain the contra¬ 
dictions in the visions. This is another malicious 
falsehood. No S. I). A. minister acknowledges, that 
there are any real contradictions in the Bible;. and 
they know it. What our ministers do do, is this: They 
hold up the infidel’s objectipn against the Bible, side 
by side with the anti-visionist’s objections- against the 
visions; and they show that they are all from the 
same piece. The same principles and %e same argu¬ 
ments that the infidel makes use of to establish contra¬ 
dictions in the Bible, these use to establish contra¬ 
dictions in the visions. This the reader can see in the 
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objections we have already answered in tbis work. 
They are meremisrepresentations and cavils. And if 
the reasoning of one class is valid, so is the other. 
But we deny them' both. We deny that there are any 
real ooiiiradfetions in tbe Bible or in tbe visions either. 

OBJ. 28, What is said about the visions containing 
nothing that is beyond human foresight, and human 
wisdom, and nothing but that with which the person to 
whontjthey;. ijjgjp gif#is Sjjready acquainted, finds a suf- 
ficien£'f|plj in the visions themselves. They abound 
in points which show this objection to be false, as any 
readef tnay satisfy himself by a few moments’ perusal 
of their testimony. 

Obj. 29. The Sealing Time. The visions show that 
the sealing time commenced in 1841; and yet it is 
claimed that the Review teaches that we are just en¬ 
tering into that time. Although this is offered as an 
objection to the visions, the most that can be claimed 
for |t, certainly, is that here is a discrepancy between 
theHqactiings of the Review, and the visions * but this 
woflpby pjineans prove the visions false. But there 
is nojdiscrepancy Between the two. The trouble with 
th© objector all arises from his overlooking the very 
plain fact that the sealing time covers a period during 
which a progressive work is carried on upon the earth, 
The third angel’s message, is a sealing message; but 
a person is not sealed as soon as he embraces it. Time 
is given for the development of a holy character, by 
obedience to the truth. And the message is designed 
to ir&g popple to a position where they can be sealed 
absolutely, in the sense of having their cases forever 
decided for Heaven. Yet all the time covered by this 
message is the sealing time. In the sense Of decision 
of character, the closing work in the sanctuary in 
is |lso a sealing Work. This work, the cleans¬ 
ing 6f the #iictuary, commenced in 1844, and the time 
during whihh it is carried on is the sealing time. It is 
a tithe when investigative judgment sits upon all char¬ 
acters, and f every individual of the human race has his 
place assigned him [not his punishment or reward 
meted out] either among the righteous or the wicked. 
Nowdt must be apparent to all that by far a greater 
proportion of this time must be occupied with the 
cases of the dead, than with the cases of the living, 
Aijdf^while fthe decisions of the sanctuary are going on 
in^relationjld the dead, a message goes forth to the liv 
ing tp prepare a people for the time when the decisions 
of the sanctuary Shall have respect to them. That 
message is now going forth ; and what the Review 


has taughtds that the time is about to commence when 
the Cases of the living will come up in the investiga- 
tiye^udgment in the sanctuary above, and those who 
ar% found righteous among them will be sealed for 
IleaYen. The work brought to view in Rev. vii, 1-8 
has.Preference of course to the living not to the dead. 
Bjr overlooking this plain distinction, the objector fan¬ 
cies he finds a discrepancy between the Review and 
the Visions', and hopes to make capital out of it against 
the visions. But if there was any disagreement be¬ 
tween; tfredi, it would only prove the Review at fault, 
and" make nothing whatever for his cause ; aud since 
tbefb-irf- Pfibiie- 5 it Alt, he is left to get what conso¬ 
lation^ he can from the fact that his own lack of dis- 
crinttmation is the only ground of all his fancied tri- 
Ttfiaph here. 

J 'GnJ. 30. Time to commence the Sabbath. Here the 
objector fihds another contradiction in the visions by 
assenting that they once taught that the Sabbath should 
commence at 6 o’clock p. m. ,* and that the time was 
subsequently changed by vision to sunset. This we 
n*eet with an unqualified denial. Tbe visions never 
taught that the Sabbath should commence at 6 o’clock; 
and the article setting forth the reasons for sunset 
tin#, published in Review Yol. vii, No. 10, antedates 
t&ebMsion which the objector claims was given to 
cha/ftge the time. 

Obj. 31. The holding of the winds. It was shown in 
vision some sixteen years since that the winds were 
being held, and that they would be held till Jesus’ 
work in the most holy place was finished. Then, says 
the objector, his woWthere must be now finished, ac¬ 
cording td the vision* for the winds began to blow in 
the recent terrible rebellion’ in the United States. But 
cannot the objector see that an outbreak of the winds, 
and their Being restrained is not the blowing of the 

wifids? And how would it be known that they were 
■ 


being held, unless there should be an occasional out¬ 
break, and that outbreak be by some unseen power 
suddenly restrained? But all such outbreaks will be 
checked till the work of Christ is finished in the 
sanctuary. Then the nations will be permitted to 
plunge into that final conflict for which the spirits of 
devils and their own anger, are now preparing them. 
There is no difficulty here. 

Obj. 32. But another objection rolls up from the 
distant West: “Sr. White has seen that every case is 
decided before Jesus leaves the sanctuary ; and again 
she secs that during the thousand years the seints sit 
in judgment with Christ, which is a positive contra¬ 
diction.” This objection must have been put in just 
to swell the list. It would almost be an imposition on 
the good sense of the reader to enter into a formal ex¬ 
planation of it. It need only be remarked that the de¬ 
cision that takes place before Christ leaves the sanc¬ 
tuary, m simply a decision as to who are righteous, 
and who are wicked; while the work that the saints 
perform in .conjunction with Christ during the thou¬ 
sand years, is not to decide who are wicked,, but only 
to mete out to those already decided tp be such, the 
full measure of their punishment. This is most fully 
and minutely explained in the visions themselves. 

Obj. 33. Another exhibition of an astonishing lack 
of perceptions given us in the following: In Testi¬ 
mony No. 10, certain persons are pointed out as com- 
plainers and murmurers, for continually expressing 
their fears that the body of Sabbath-keepers are be¬ 
coming like the world, &c., whereas in other testimo¬ 
nies, the visions themselves reprove the body of Sab¬ 
bath-keepers for becoming like the world. Here, says 
.the objector, is an inconsistency, at least; for if the 
visions are correct in saying that Sabbath-keepers are 
like the world, the others cannot be wrong who say 
the same thing. We have only to .reply that they do 
not say the same thing. By examining the testimony, 
a person cannot fail to see that those whom the visions 
reprove, are such as strike against every adyance step 
on the part of this people, such as church order, or¬ 
ganization, building meeting-houses, &c., and base 
their opposition on the plea that in these things Sab¬ 
bath-keepers are becoming just like the world, back¬ 
sliding, &c., &c. The visions speak of different things 
entirely. Their reproof is for those who in pride, van¬ 
ity r , dress, manners , and conversation, are conforming to 
the world. The two are as distinct as could well be 
conceived. And we can account for such an objection 
as this, only on the ground that those who offer it, 
have suffered the god of this world to envelop their 
minds in a pitiable blindness. 

Obj, 34. Meats for food. On this point the objector 
claims that the testimony of the visions is contradictory 
and opposed to the Bible. We shall not follow him in 
all his tortuous wanderings here. His work is but a 
tissue of confusion. He gives that as a vision which 
is not, and does not purport to be such. His quota¬ 
tions are garbled, a sentence being detached from one 
page and applied to another subject on another page. 
And events that took place hundreds of miles, and 
many years, apart, ate confounded together. All this 
is done to prove to the reader that the visions have 
taught that swine’s flesh is good and nourishing food. 
But they have never so taught. The chief point, how¬ 
ever, over which there seems to be a disposition to 
cavil, a statement on p. 121, of Spiritual Gifts, Yol. 
iv. ^ And he [God] permitted that long-lived race to 
eat animalfood to shorten their sinful lives.” This is 
spoken of the generations that lived immediately after 
the flood. A few lines that immediately precede it, 
read as follows : “After the flood the people ate large™ 
ly of animalfood. God saw that the wayfc of man were 
corrupt, and that he was disposed to exalt himself 
proudly against his Creator, and to follow the inclina¬ 
tions of his own heart. And he permitted that long- 
lived race to eat animal food to shorten their sinful 
lives.” If this is so, says the objector, why did God 
also permit Noah and the Israelites, his chosen people, 
to eat of it, when the effect upon them would be the 
same? We answer, We have no idea that God ever 
did give permission to any one to partake of it in the 
manner that it was partaken of by the wicked soon af¬ 
ter the flood. Mark the expression, “ After the flood 
the people ate largely of animal food.” In that word 
“largely” lies, as we understand it, their chief sin. 


Just as eating and drinking are mentioned as sins of 
the last days; not that v eating and drinking in them¬ 
selves considered are sinful; but the sin is in the ex¬ 
cess committed in these things, and in the devotion of 
the people to them. And when.: God saw that that - 
long-lived race were determined to^give themselves up 
to every excess of lust and riofc, he ^permitted them to 
go on eating .largely of animal food, stimulating their . 
passions, and rapidly exhausting their vital energies' 
And the Bible teaches essentially the same thing, in 
relation to the incorrigibly wicked, whom God gives ? 
up to their own lusts, to be filled with their own do¬ 
ings. See Ps. lxxxi, 12; Acts vii, 42 ; Rom. i, 24. 

But the objector urges further, that Abraham, when 
the angels came to him, ran to the herd, and killed a 
calf, good and tender, and set before them, and they 
did eat. Why was this, if meat is such bad food? 
This circumstance is introduced, we suppose, to show ■ 
that Abraham mado use of meat; for the question be¬ 
fore us is not what angels may eat, but what is best 
for man. But even here a bare thought of that com¬ 
monest of all adages,Circumstances altercates,” : 
would have saved any question. ’ ~‘A well man can eat 
with comparative impunity what would be ruinous to 
a sick one. Give us the strong physical powers of 
Abraham, and as healthy meat as he had, and we will 
use it as freely as he did, if the objector will give us 
the requisite information as to how freely that was. (?) 
But in comparison with Abraham we are a puny and 
sickly race, ahd in comparison with the animals of his 
day, the animals of the present day,are greatly degen¬ 
erated and. prone to.disease. Now because strong per¬ 
sons, nearly 4000 years ago, could eat temperately of 
the flesh of healthy animals without apparent injury, 
it is no reason why an enfeebled generation like the : 
present, can partake without injury of the flesh of the ; 
degenerate and sickly animals of these last days. 
There have been, no doubt, healthy hogs (as healthy 
as those animals can be), but, we do not care, on that 
account, to run the risk of partaking of the diseased 
swine of to-day, and squirming into the grave with a 
multitude of the horrid trichina in our muscles. The 
meat question is all right. 

(To be continued.) 


Our Responsibility., 

How great is our responsibility before God! We 
are living in an age when God is calling out all that 
are sincere, into the clear, blazing light of his holy 
word. His church has for long ages been in the wil¬ 
derness, groping her way through the darkness of 
Papal superstition. To make straight the way ahd 
prepare for the second coming of his dear Son, the 
Lord has set his hand to the work of bringing his 
church up out of the wilderness, and purifying unto 
himself a peculiar people, who shall honor him by 
keeping all his commandments, and returning to the : 
humble walk of the primitive Christian, and who will ; 
cast off all the evil habits and ways of tbis degenerate ; 
age. Soli Songs,' vi, 10; Viii, 5. 

The Lord has raised up instruments by which he 
has been bringing out the truth upon his word, link 
by link, until now, those who turn their feet into the 
testimonies of the Lord, can'have' the truth spread 
before them in a clear, connected manner. His ser¬ 
vants whom he has seut forth to face a frowning 
world, to make straight the way, and condemn the 
world of unrighteousness—who have been instructed : 
alone by the Holy Spirit, and sustained by the power of 
God—deserve our love and esteem, and above all, our 
most hearty support. 

How much responsibility rests upon us, brethren, 
in the manner in which we live out,these blessed 
truths which the Lord has seen fit to reveal to his rem¬ 
nant people. What a flood of light has been shed 
upon the sacred word through the agency of Spiritual 
Gifts, which God has graciously seen fit to place ih 
the church for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, and which are at this ■ 
time restored unto us. If we live up to their teach¬ 
ings, we shall have to deny self, and especially our 
wrong appetites, very much; but would we not in this 
please God, who has instructed us in these things? 
Then would we not in a corresponding degree displease ( 
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Tilings that Fail, and Things that Abide. 

And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest 
of these is love.” 1 Cor. xiii, 13.— Machnight. 

Every earthly reed seems breaking— 

Every earthly refuge failing— 

I can find no place of resting, 

Unless I could rest in God. 

But the Lord seems to forget me 
While these trials press upon me— 

Tell, oh! tell what now can cheer me, 

As I bear this heavy load? 

Stricken child hast thou forgotten, 

What I give as a love token ? 

Said I not that I would chasten' 

And rebuke those whom I love ? 

Have I left thee, will I leave thee ? 

Never 1 unless thou first leave me— 

No ! though thy distrust has grieved me, 

Thou,my faithfulness shall prove. 

For the humble and confiding, 

There’s a secret place of hiding— 

And things even here abiding— 

Sent to cheer on life’s rough sea. 

Come, thou tempest-tossed and driven, 

Seek the peaceful sheltered haven— 

Storms 1 of earth have never riven 
Love’s firm rock, prepared for thee. 

’Mid life’s sand bars now thou’rt sailing, 

. Where the stoutest hearts are quailing, 

At the Signs ofVoe and wailing— 

. Signs by prophets long foretold. 

Will your cable through the storm last ? 

Is you? anchor sure and steadfast ? 

Have you it within the vail cast? 

There, and only there ’twill hold. 

Faith and Hope and Love eternal, 

Bock and Anchor are, and Cable ; 

But with these thou’H not be able 
To outride, if one prove weak. 

Faith must hold when tried by fire— 

Hope grow strong, as flames rise higher— 
Know that while I sit as trier, 

Thy best good alone X seek. 

If in me thy faith reposes, 

While the flame its strength discloses, 

Like the faith of Paul or Moses 
It sSall hold thy anchor fast. 

Then by faith, with boldness enter 
Through the vail. Let hope there center. 
Venture on me, wholly venture, 

I will keep till storms are past. 

Mary M. Osgood. 

Rochester , N . Y. 


John Wesley preached, on an average, fifteen ser¬ 
mons a week- Instead of breaking down under this 
task, he wrote, when seventy-three years old, that he 
was far more able to preach than when three and 
twenty. His brow was then smooth, his complexion 
ruddy, and. his voice strong and clear, so that an 
audience of thirty thousand could hear him without 
difficulty. This vigor he ascribed to continual travel, 
early rising, good sleep and an eve$ temper. 

ft__:_ 


The Visions—Objections Answered* 

( Concluded .) 

Obj. 35. But say the Iowa objectors, The pay that 
sister White gets shows that she is not a true proph¬ 
etess. They then refer to some of the ancient proph¬ 
ets, and the privations and persecutions which they 
endured, and assert that if the visions of Sr. W. were 
genuine, she would receive the same treatment. They 
think it a horrible thing that her works gain her a sup¬ 
port. They have grown wiser than Paul who thought 
the laborer was worthy of his hire. They would 
doubtless be glad to see her reduced to penury, per¬ 
secuted, imprisoned, stoned, and driven for shelter to 
the dens and caves of the earth. If this is not their 
idea, then there is no point to their objection. All we 
have to say is, that there is feeling enough against her 
to do all this; and the only reason it is not done is 
undoubtedly because people, the objectors with the 
rest, have not power to carry out the bitterness and 
malignity of their spirits toward her. In touching the 
question of her pay, they have struck the wrong vein ; 
for their own course toward her is an utter refutation 
of their charge. 

Obj. 36. The number of the Beast. She saw in 1847, 
says the objector, that the number 666 of the image 
beast was made up. This is based on language found 
in Ytod t^ the^Littl e “ I saw 

of his image in their foreheads or in their hands,’ 
could not buy or sell, (o) I saw that the number 
(666) of the Image Beast was made up; (p) and that 
it was the Beast that changed the Sabbath,” &c. Now 
says the objector from the West, she here teaches that 
the number is the number of the image beast, but the 
Beview now teaches that the number belongs to the 
“first” or papal beast; and besides, the image beast 
has no number; and therefore the vision is notorious¬ 
ly false and out of joint. And hereupon a little “Voice” 
pipes up in the East to re-echo the sentiment, as it 
thinks such facts “though painful [?] to learn,” 
“ should be more generally knownand lo, like their 
prototypes of old, they make merry and send gifts one 
to another. Rev. xi, 10. It is perhaps almost too 
bad to upset this little cup of froth over which they 
gloat with such apparent delight; but facts will most 
effectually do it. Those who have the Word to the 
Little Flock, and can riad B for themselves, will ho- 
tice that this vision was not published by sister White, 
but by another person. They will notice also thaj all 
through the vision, letters are inserted inclosed in 
parentheses, like the-letters “(<?)” and “ (p)” in the 
extract above given. These refer to scriptures placed 
at the bottom of the page, and were the work of the 
publisher, not of sister W. They will then notice that 
the figures 666, in the sentence “I saw that the num¬ 
ber (666) of the Image Beast was made up,” are like¬ 
wise inclosed in marks of parenthesis, showing that 
their insertion is also the work of the publisher, and 
no part of the vision itself. Then we have, as the 
testimony of the vision, simply this : “I saw that the 
number of the Image Beast was made up.” We now in¬ 
quire what is meant by the “Image Beast?” We do not 
think it can refer to the two-horned beast, as there 


would seem to be no propriety in calling a beast an 
image beast, because it makes an image to another 
beast, any more than there would be in calling that 
the image beast, to which the image is made. We 
therefore incline to the view that by the expression 
“ Image Beast,” is meant the image which the two¬ 
horned beast makes to the first beast, and which he 
endows with life, causing it to speak, and attempt 
various other acts. Assuming that the image is what 
is referred to, though we assert nothing on the'point 
either way, then it follows from the vision that this 
image has a number. It is certain that the first, or 
papal, beast, has a number, and his number is 666, 
as Rev. xiii, 18 plainly informs us; and it would 
not damage the likeness in any respect for the image 
of that beast to have a number also; whether the 
same or another would not matter. Doubtless more 
light will be given on this point as we approach the 
time of its fulfillment. But it may be said, The vision 
asserts that the number was already made up in 1847. 
Nothing of the kind; for we are expressly carried 
forward to the time when we can neither buy nor sell 
without the mark of the beast, a period yet future, for 
the time when the number would be made up; and as 
just remarked, as we approach that time, doubtless 
the developements of the prophecy will afford us a 
better understanding of this point. All we care to 
show here, is what we have shown, namely, that the 
number 666 which belongs to the first beast, is not the 
number that the vision here speaks of, though the one 
who published the vision, no doubt at the time sincere¬ 
ly supposed it was, and hence inserted the figures. 
The vision therefore does not apply the number 666 to 
any other beast but the papal beast, where the scrip¬ 
tures place it. The objector has here suffered himself 
to be misled. Placed by the side of the facts, his ob¬ 
jection disappears; and no discrepancy is found to 
exist between what this vision contains and what the 
Review now teaohes, or has at any timeBought. 

Obj. 37. The visions teach, says the objector, that 
the negro race is not human. We deny it. They do 
not so teach. Mark the language: “ Since the flood 
there has been amalgamation of man and beast, as 
j may be seen in the almost endless varieties of species 
of animals, and in certain races of men.” This 
view was given ,for the purpose of illustrating the 
deep corruption and crinie into which the race fell, 
even within a few years after the flood, that signal 
manifestation of God’s wrath against human wicked¬ 
ness. There was amalgamation ; and the effect is still 
visible in certain f< races of men.” Mark, those except¬ 
ing the animals upon whom the effects of this work are 
visible, are called by the vision, < { men.”-> Now we 
have ever supposed that anybody that was called a 
man , was considered a human being. The vision 
speaks of all these^ejasrses as races of men ; yet in the 
face of this plain declaration, they foolishly assert that 
I the visions teach that some men are not human beings! 
But does any one deny the general statement contain¬ 
ed in the extract given above ? They do not. If they 
did, they could easily be silenced by a reference to 
such cases as the wild Bushmen of Africa, gome tribes 
of the Hottentots, and perhaps the Digger Indians of 
our own country, &c. Moreover, paturalists affirm 
that the line of demarkation between the human and 
i animal races is lost in confusion. It is impossible, as 
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they affirm to tell just where the human ends, and the 
animal begins Can we suppose that this was so or¬ 
dained of God in the beginning? Rather has not sin 
marred the boundaries of these two kingdoms ? But, 
says thejobjector, Paul says that “ God hath made of 
on$ blood all nations of men for*to dwell on all the 
face of the earth,” and they then add, “Which shall 
we believe, Paul or 33. G. White ?” You need not dis¬ 
believe* K G. White, in order to believe Paul; for 
there is no contradiction between them. Paul\s lan¬ 
guage will apply to all classes of'men who have any 
of the original Adamic blood in their veins ; and that 
there are any who have not this, is not taught by the 
visions, nor claimed by any one. But for this text to 
weigh anything in favor of the objector, he must take 
the ground that God made every particle of blood that 
exists in any human being. Is this so? Then God 
made all the scrofulous, leprous, or syphilitic blood that 
courses in the the worst transgressor’s veins! From 
&n^ view which leads to such a blasphemous conclu- 
sioa, we prefer to be excused. 

Rut what has the ancient sin of amalgamation to do 
with any race or people at the present time ? Are they 
in any way responsible, or to be held accountable for 
it ? Not at all. Has any one a right to try to use it 
to their prejudice? By no means. The fact is men¬ 
tioned simply to show how soon men relapsed into 
Wickedness, and to what a degree. But we are to take 
all races and peoples as we find them. And those who 
manifest sufficient powers of mind to show that they 
are moral and accountable beings, are of course to be 
esteemed as objects of regard and philanthropic effort. 
We are bound to labor, so far as in our power, for the 
improvement of their mental, moral, and physical con¬ 
dition. Whatever race of men we may take, Bushmen, 
HoftentoiB, Patagonians, or any class of people, how¬ 
ever low they may apparently be in the scale of hu¬ 
manity, their mental capabilities are in every instance 
the basis on which we are to work, and by which we 
determine whether they are subjects of morale govern¬ 
ment or not. Then what about all this ado over the 
charge, which is itself false, that the visions teach 
that the negro is not a hunutn being? What does it 
amount to ? It is simply an effort to create prejudice 
in the minds of the people, unworthy any one who 
makes any pretensions to being a Christian, or even a 
gentleman. 

OBJ. 38.' A point occurs on p. 301 of Spiritual 
Gifts, Yol. iii, concerning which several good breth¬ 
ren have written, not as the objector, to find fault 
and pick flaws, but for information. The language 
is concerning the system of sacrificial offerings which 
was established with Adam after the fall, and reads as 
follows: “This system was corrupted before the 
flood by those who separated themselves from the 
faithful followers of Go^ and engaged in the building 
of the tower of Babel.” An unfortunate typograph¬ 
ical error which has crept in here, makes the lan¬ 
guage, place the building of the tower of Babel before 
the flood. After the word “flood,” a comma and the 
word “ and,” have been left out. It should read thus: 

“ This system was corrupted before the flood, and by 
those who separated themselves from the faithful fol¬ 
lowers of God, and engaged in the building of the 
toWer of Babel [after the flood, of course, understood]. 
It js a statement simply,, that both before and after 
the flood, the system of sacrifices was corrupted by 
mankind. 

Obj. 39. Suppression . We now come to the great 
outcry about suppression. This the reader will at 
once understand cannot be urged as an objection 
against the visions themselves. If any wrong has 
befemcommitted in this direction, it lies at the door of 
those who have had the charge of their publication. 
But there are charges made here which are infamous¬ 
ly false. The visions are accused of following the 
views of this people; and as our views change, the 
visions must change to correspond ; and if they can¬ 
not be changed they must be suppressed.* To use the 
objector’s own language, “Albsuch visions are put 
where it is not an easy matter to get hold of them. 
Had. if been possible they would long ago have de¬ 
stroyed them.” We pronounce this an unvarnished, 
malicious falsehood ; and those who make it, and those 
who love it* are respectfully referred to Rev. xxii, 15. 


They cannot produce the first particle of evidence that 
there has ever been any attempt or design on the 
pari of the leaders in this work to suppress any 
of the visions. Having once published them and 
spread them through the ranks of believers, any one 
could see that it would be sheer folly to attempt any 
such thing. No ; be it understood that we stand by 
everything that has been shown. And what is the 
great proportion of .that which is charged upon us as 
suppression? Simply matter that has been once pub¬ 
lished, and the edition becoming exhausted, has not 
been re-.published. Now is there any law compelling 
us to keep on hand an edition of every vision that has 
ever been published? We certainly wish we had them, 
and could put them on sale at this office. But because 
the editions are all exhusted, Oh, says the silly charge, 
they are now suppressed I This might just as well be 
said of every book that chances to be out of print. 

But in such visions as have been re-published, por¬ 
tions have been omitted. How is that ? Very well. 
It not unr?^^ happens that much that is shown in 
vision has a Special application to circumstances as 
they exist at the time the vision is given. Now when 
the vision has once been fully published and accom¬ 
plished its object as far as the then existing circum¬ 
stances are concerned, is it not perfectly right and 
proper to re-publish only such portions as are of im¬ 
portance and utility to subsequent times? All will 
concede that it is. 

But it is claimed that objectional features are left! 
out because they are not now believed. In answering 
these objections thus far we have answered among 
others the very points which are claimed to have been 
suppressed, and shown that they contain nothing but 
what we now fully endorse; so that this objection so 
far is of no weight. But further, we can show that 
those points are no stroger than others which are re¬ 
tained; so that the objection fails in this respect also. 
The two principal points are these : Speaking of those 
who fell off from the Advent path to the world below, 
she says, “It was just as impossible for them to get 
on the path again and go to the city, as all the wicked 
world which God had rejected.” Word to Little .Mock, 
p : 14. This is omitted on page 10 of ExpMwio^and 
Views.^ W as it because this point was not then be¬ 
lieved? If so, look at another statement found on p. 
.43 of the same work: She saw the world before the 
throne, and when Jesus rose up from the throne not 
one ray of light passed to the careless multitude, but 
they were left in perfect darkness. Now which ex¬ 
pression is the strongest ? We say the latter, or,- at 
least, it is just as strong. The other point is in what 
was shown about false reformations: “ The reforma¬ 
tions that were shown me were not reformations from 
error to truth, but from bad to worse; for those who 
professed a change of heart had only wrapped about 
them a religious garb whfch covered up the iniquity 
of a wicked heart. Some appeared to have been real¬ 
ly converted, so as to deceive God’s people ; but if 
their hearts could be seen, they would appear as black 
as ever. ” As^^ay^.Iiql proqf tothg, contrary, e 

wm tliat 

fchese spjements were published in the Pfgsehl Truth, 
of Aug. 1849. Concerning their import we will only 
say that they do not prove that every conversion since 
1844 has been spurious, as the objector asserts. They 
are speaking of the conversions made by these false 
revivals, which were not conversions from error to 
truth. It is not asserted that there could be no con¬ 
versions from error to truth, and that such would not 
be genuine. The point now before us is, Were these 
27, pf ^xp^rieneSSJ^ewS, 
because they were not believed, at the time the vision 
was re-published? We say, No; for expressions are 
retained which are still stronger. Thus: “Therefor¬ 
mations that were shown me, were not reformations 
from error to truth. My accompanying angel bade 
me look, for the travail of soul for sinners as used to 
be. I looked but could not see it; for the time for 
their salvation is past.” Concerning the expressions, 

“The time for their salvation is passed.,” and “the 
wicked world which God had rejected,” we have al¬ 
ready spoken, and have no occasion to speak further 
here. We introduce them only to show that there are 
expressions retained in the visions, which viewed from 
the objector’s standpoint, are far more objectionable t 


than those which he claims are omitted an account of 5 
their objectionable features. Their omission, then, so 
far as any objection based on them against the visions 
is concerned, is a matter of complete, indifference. 
The objector is therefore at liberty to make of it what 
he can. . J 

Let us briefly recapitulate that the reader may look 
at all the facts in connection 

1. Every vision, except such as pertained exclu¬ 
sively to individual cases, has been once published,' 
put in print, and indiscriminately circulated, where 
friend and foe could alike obtain them. Attempts to 
suppress any of these would be utterly futile. 

2. The main body of what we are accused of hav¬ 
ing suppressed, is simply the editions of some visions, 
which having all been sold, have not yet been re-pub¬ 
lished ! 

3. Vortions which are claimed to have been sup- . 
pressed from some evil design, are simply some things 
which related to particular and local circumstances, 
and having acedhiplished their object, have not been in¬ 
serted when that which is of general interest has been 
re-published. 

4. Expressions are retained inculcating the same 
sentiments, in language still stronger than those which 
the objectior claims to have been suppressed on ac¬ 
count of their objectionable features; so that the teach¬ 
ings of the visions are not altered a whit by the omis- 

! sion of those things which he asserts have been left 
| out because they are not now believed. 

5. In answering these objections we have answered 
all the points which are set forth as suppressions, and 
have shown that they contain nothing, but what we 
still fully endorse. 

6. If the objector could maintain his points, what 
would he prove? Nothing against the visions them¬ 
selves, but only against those who have had the charge 
of their publication. 

In view of these facts this objection dwindles to a 
point that is not visible to the naked eye. And all 
the assertions that certain visions,.ar.e.-not, now.Jor 
sale at this office because we do not now beUev.eAhgm, 
or that there has been any effort made to, call, in vis¬ 
ions^for'Tfie^qrpose of jp,uppressing.4bem, or that if 
wercofHS'Bfive got hold of them, they would long ago 
have been put out of the way, or anything of the 
kind, we brand as infamous calumnies, and bold and 
barefaced untruths. 

We have now followed the objector through his list 
of objections against the visions, finding none of them 
valid, and many of them weak and puerile in the ex¬ 
treme. We might have left them, with no fears that 
any person of a/pure and ingenuous spirit, and hon¬ 
est and upright heart, would have been permanently 
turned from the right path, by their influence. But 
considerable vain and empty boasting may be stopped, 
by thus refuting them in order. Two things we 
have gained by this examination: first, a deeper 
knowledge of the inherent weakness of the opposition, 
and clearer views of the beauty and harmony of the 
visions themselves. 

One other point should perhaps be mentioned before 
closing. Some one may say, Then you make the vis¬ 
ions a second New Testament, a Mormon Bible in 
your system. We do not, as the following reason will 
show: We have ever held, as set forth in this article, 
that the word of God, the Bible, is the great standard 
by which to test all these manifestations. “ To the 
law and to the testimony. If they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”. 
All gifts of the Spirit in the church must be thus 
tested. Now it is evident that that which tests, occu¬ 
pies a higher position than that which is tested by it. 
This, in one word, expresses our view of the relative 
position which the Bible and the visions sustain to 
each other. But when a manifestation accords with 
the word, and gives every evidence that it is a genu¬ 
ine manifestation of the Spirit of God, we submit it to 
the objector himself to say how far we may regard it 
lightly or despise or transgress its teachings with im¬ 
punity. 

In conclusion, we would urge the reader to study 
Spiritual Gifts and Testimonies to the Church more 
fully, and endeavor to follow their teachings more 
closely. Those who do this to the greatest extent, 
a _ # ! 
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exemplify most of the spirit of Christianity in their 
j | daily lives; and such have no doubts, and find no 
i I difficulties, in the visions. The objections all come 
fj: from those who manifest the least of their spirit in 

: their daily walk and conversation, and who are least 
g* acquainted with their manifestation. 

; 1 1 And you who love the present truth, who feel your 
: hearts swelling with gratitude, as you view the pit of 
« 4 darkness from which it has taken you, and the glo- 
%l', rious light it has thrown upon your pathway, rem- 
i \ ember that the visions are intimately and inseparably 
‘A! Connected with this work, We have yet to learn of 
any one tfho has given up the visions, who has not 
also given up the main pillars of present truth. How 
JJV is it witfi- fjhose who have lately risen up in opposi- 
;?*f tion in Iowa? They have, already surrendered the 
f'j great truths of the Three Messages, the Two-horned ( 
Beast, the reckoning of the prophetic periods, and 
consequently the Sanctuary work in Heaven. How 
long they will retain even the Sabbath, or any prac- 
' tieal view of the doctrine of the. second advent, time 
r * will determine. Are you willing to follow the guid¬ 
ance of such men? 

/• 

May the Lord bless you, and help you tO~ “prove 
all things,” and ‘‘hold fast that which is good.” 

• May he enable you to heed his injunction, to “ despise 
not propbesyings;” and may you “ come behind in no 
gift , waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


For the Famest Christian. 

The Sabbath* 

Eld. B. T. Roberts:— Dear Brother, —The love of 
truth, and a desire for the salvation of men, are my 
apology for taking this liberty of addressing you. In 
your paper of April, I notice an article under the 
above heading, Written in reply to the following ques¬ 
tion from a correspondent: “Is it not just as much 
an act of disobedience in us. to observe the first-day 
of th4 week as being holy to the Lord, when he com 
mauds u& to observe the seventh, as it would have 
been for Naaman, the leper, to have gone to some oth¬ 
er river when he was commanded to wash in Jor¬ 
dan?” 

You preface your reply by saying, “ We would not 
knowingly pervert the word of the Lord.” This, from 
the character you bear, I am bound to believe. And 
I am glad you feel thus when approaching this sub¬ 
ject, which you admit “ is an important one.” I es¬ 
teem it truly important. But, while I would not 
question your sincerity, I wish to convince you, in the 
spirit of meekness, that your position is in reality a 
perversion of the word of the Lord. I hope you may 
-see it so, and seeing it, turn your feet into the testi¬ 
mony of the Lord. 

After quoting the fourth commandment, you ask, 
“What is the essential thing in this commandment?” 
If I were to answer this question, I should say, It is 
all essential—every word of it. Our Saviour said, 
“One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the, 
law.” It should be obeyed then just as it reads. 
Your question implies that there is something non-es¬ 
sential in it, Did'you mean so? Did the great Jeho¬ 
vah engrave non-essentials with his own finger on the 
tables of his testimony ? Should any one ask con¬ 
cerning any other command of the Decalogue, what is 
the essential thiag in it, you would think it a strange 
i question. You would doubtless say, When Hod com¬ 
mands, it is essential that we obey. 

But, after raising this question, you reply, “It is 
evidently to keep holy one-seventh part of time.” Is 
it so, then, that the essential thing in the command is 
something not mentioned in it at all ? The Sabbath 
truly is one-seventh part of our time, but the com¬ 
mand makes no allusion to this fact. The idea is as 
foreign to the subject matter of the command, as it 
would be the truth to say that Americans make it a 
point to honor one-three hundred and sixty fifth part 
of their time, in remembrance of the declaration of 
independence. It is the fourth of July, and not an 
indefinite one-three hundred and sixty fifth part of 
time, that is honored on account of the declaration. 

You further say, “ Whosoever works six days and 
then keeps as sacred unto the Lord one day, meets the 
letter and spirit of this command, jETe* keeps the sev~ 
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enth day Is it so? Does not the command say, 
Remember the SabbathA&y ? Sabbath means rest; the 
Sabbath day is the Rest day. Whose Sabbath is it ? 
The Lord’s. Why ? Because the Lord rested upon it. 
When he made the world in six days, he rested on the 
seventh; and for this reason he blessed and sancti¬ 
fied what? a seventh part of time ? No, verily. He 
blessed and sanctified the day on which he had rested. 
“And Hod blessed the-seventh day and sanctified it, 
because that in it he had rested.” Supposing the law 
of our land required us to remember and honor the 
day of the declaration, of independence. Would I sat¬ 
isfy the law by observing the first of January ? That 
would be one-three hundred and sixty fifth part of 
time. Would it “meet the letter and spirit of the 
command?” 

Please imagine Naaman, the Leper, reasoning just 
as you have reasoned. Elisha had commanded him to 
go and wash in Jordan. He reasons with himself: 
“ What is the essential thing in this command ? It is 
evidently to wash in water. The rivers of Damascus 
are composed of water, and I have a preference for 
them. ‘ArenotAbana and Pbarpar, rivers of Da¬ 
mascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? may I 
not wash in them and be clean?’” Will not this 
“ meet the letter and spirit of the command ?” No, 
no ! He reasoned not thus. I do him injustice. He 
knew that sueh a substitute would not be accepted as 
obedience; and so “he turned and went away in a 
rage.” Jordan, however, is nothing more i\pr less 
than a stream of water; and tbe Sabbath is one of 
the seven days of the week. So the cases are perfect¬ 
ly parallel. But the Jordan was not to be found in 
Damascus, neither is any one of “ the six working 
days,” ' v Eze. xlvi, 1) the Sabbath. This title God 
gave exclusively to the day on which he rested. No 
other day of the seven is called the Sabbath in the 
Bible, and no other day ever can possibly become the 
Rest day* of the Lord, until it beeome a fact that he 
rested on some other day. 

Now dear brother, (for sueh I esteem you as long as 
you reverence God’s holy word and desire to know and 
obey the truth,) I beseech you, in the spirit of meek¬ 
ness, to review this subject. If God rested on a par¬ 
ticular day of the weekly cycle—on the definite sev¬ 
enth day, and not on an indefinite seventh part of 
time; if he blessed and sanctified the day on which 
he had rested, and not some other seventh part 
of the week; if he requires men to remember His 
Rest day to keep it holy; and if the seventh day has 
always come regularly to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, in Asia, Africa, Europe, and America—to all 
who are settled on any part of the globe; then all 
the sailing around the world that ever was or ever 
will be, either upon the seas or upon paper, whether 
eastward or westward* never can unsettle or frustrate 
the purpose of Him who made this rolling world and 
man to inhabit it, make void his law, so that he can¬ 
not justly judge by it those who have a knowledge of 
it, or remove his blessing and sanctification from the 
day, in its weekly return, upon which he has hestow- 
ed such abundant honor. If we honor this his day, 
we honor him. “ This is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments.” “ If you worship God in 
spirit and in truth , and love him with all your heart, 
there is no doubt” you will obey him in all his known 
requirements. Then you will not be under the ne¬ 
cessity of falling back upon the “thousands of oth¬ 
ers” who have lived and died in ignorance of what 
you know. It is light rejected that brings condemna¬ 
tion. 

You are right in saying, “The idea is preposter¬ 
ous,” that “God has so arranged it that his ohildren 
cannot keep one of the most important of his ordi¬ 
nances.” He “did not intend that the same abso¬ 
lute time should be observed as the Sabbath,” but the 
seventh day as it comes to the several localities of 
earth. It has never failed to come regularly and in its 
order, since the Almighty said, “Let there be light,” 
and the evening and the morning constituted the first 
day. All , Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians are 
agreed in the numbering of the days of the week. 
God’s providence has preserved the knowledge of the 
true seventh day. To suppose otherwise is preposter¬ 
ous. Had he not preserved this knowledge, he would 


have put it o ut of the power of his children to obey him 
Toward the close of your article you say, “But in a 
matter of so great importance, uniformity is desira¬ 
ble.” The Lord knew it; and therefore did not leave 
it to us to choose a day, but appointed one himself. 

But if the keeping.of any one-seventh part of time 
“ meets the letter and spirit of the command,” then 
the term, “the Sabbath,” must be just equivalent to 
“ one-seventh part of time.” It follows, then, that 
when Paul “reasoned in the synagogue every Sab - 
bath,” he must have reasoned there every one-seventh 
part of time , that is, all the time, leaving him no time 
to work at his trade of tent making, nor even to sleep. 
And further, if Paul did reason in the Synagogue every 
Sabbath, as the sacred text affirms, and those Sabbath 
days were no other tban those in which the Jews 
were accustomed to assemble, as none can reasonably 
deny, then there was no other Sabbath at that time, 
than the one that is now called, by way of reproach, 
th % Jewish Sabbath; for if those were truly every 
Sabbath, no other day of the week was, at that time, 
the Sabbath nor a Sabbath of any kind. What is pop¬ 
ularly called the Christian Sabbath , had not come into 
existence, when Paul’s travels and labors were com¬ 
mitted to parchment. 

Yours in love. 

R. F. Cottrell, 

Ridgeway , Orleans Go., AL Y. 


Decline in Church Membership. 

Dn. Crane of the Methodist Episcopal church, says 
in the April number of tbe Quarterly Review : 

“ In the year 1856 there were 800,827 souls, mem¬ 
bers and probationers in our fold. Since that date, 
nearly one million of probationers have been reported. 
About ninety thousand deaths have also been report¬ 
ed. Had there been no losses except by death, we 
would this day have numbered about 1,700,000 
members and probationers, whereas the number re¬ 
ported in 1864 is only 928,320 (and only 989 more 
in 1865). In eight years, three-quarters of a million 
of names strangely disappear from our churolirecords. 
At the General Conference of 1864 the Bishops re¬ 
ported a decrease of 50,951 during the previous four 
years, and accounted for it on the ground that the war 
had broken up churches, and scattered societies over 
all the area whereraged the battle, yet during these 
same years more than 100,000 accessions were annu¬ 
ally reported.” 

What a sad picture of religious defection do these 
faets present! The M. E. Church is not now very ex¬ 
acting of its members. Its rules against worldly con¬ 
formity are not very rigidly enforced. It is the larg¬ 
est, wealthiest, and most popular church in the land. 
It is very seldom, in these times, that one subjects 
himself to persecution bybelonging to it. And yet, 
according to Dr. Crane, it has lost otherwise than by 
death, 750,000 members within the short period of 
eight years! Of these all may not have backslidden. 
But is it not probable that a larger number of back¬ 
sliders remain in the church than of persons who have 
left it for any other cause ? 


There are those who live in the neglect of secret 
prayer, showing their good will to neglect all the 
worship of God. He that prays only when he prays 
with others, would not pray at all, were it not that 
the eyes of others were upon him. He that will not 
pray where none but God seetli him, manifestly doth 
not pray at all out of respect to God, or regard to his 
all-seeing eyes, and therefore doth in effeet cast off all 
prayer; and he that casts off prayer in effect, casts off 
all the worship of God, of which prayer is the princi¬ 
pal duty. He that casts off the worship of God 
in effect, casts off God himself; he refuses to own 
him, or to be conversant with him as his God,— Edwards, 


The losses by fire throughout the United States 
for the six months just ended, exceed those of the 
whole of any previous year. The losses up to date 
are reckoned at $45,000,000, 


“Who has deceived thee so often as thyself?” 



